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Good afternoon NIECI!
We’ve been having 

a splash of incredible 
weather lately!  Today is 
the 15th of November; it’s 
a lovely fifty-one degrees 
outside.  This weather 
may not be great for the 
deer hunters, but it’s nice 
not going toe to toe with 
old man winter yet.  I was 
visiting with my friend 
and neighbor Linda last 
night about the weather 
and deer season, seems 
like a lot of us are down 
on our luck this year.  I’ve 
been fortunate enough 
to see the same group of 
does and fawns hanging 
out, nothing I can harvest 
yet.  I’m hunting in a 
bucks only zone, sooner 
or later one should present 
itself.

Monthly I attend a 
member manager meeting 
at Great River Energy.  
This meeting is to update 
all the CEOs on the 

operations and finances at 
GRE.  We discuss rates, 
programs and needs back 
home with GRE and my 
CEO peers from across 
Minnesota.  I generally 
write my article after I’ve 
returned from GRE; often 
there are important things 
I want to share with you 
from this meeting.  

First item, there has 
been some talk about 
reliability concerns this 
winter on the system we 
share.  Several power 
plants have shut down 
throughout the MISO 
footprint and in other 
independent system 
operators’ territories.  
These plant closures 
reduce the total amount 
of power that is available 
to be shared between 
systems.  You can learn 
more about MISO by 
visiting their website at 
www.MISOENERGY.
org. MISO is the air traffic 

control for the grid we are 
part of.  

The warnings came 
from an organization 
called NERC.  The 
North American Electric 
Reliability Corporation 
(NERC) is a not-for-profit 
international regulatory 
authority whose mission 
is to assure the effective 
and efficient reduction 
of risks to the reliability 
and security of the grid. 
NERC develops and 
enforces Reliability 
Standards; annually 

by Jerry Loney
Deer hunting season 

is a big deal in northern 
Minnesota and is a holiday 
by itself for many of us. 
Both my wife (Shelly) 
and I got our deer this 
year; Shelly on opening 
morning, and I got mine 
on Tuesday. We even 
processed them ourselves 
and had them in the 
freezer by the weekend.    

Having an iPhone in 
my deer stand (on vibrate 
of course), I was still 
available for any issues 
that may have come up 
and there were. I received 
a call that a cabin’s boiler 
was not working, and 
the temperature was 
dropping. Text messages 
were exchanged trying to 
troubleshoot the problem. 
I was able to text the cabin 

owner through getting 
it running again until I 
could get there to look at 
the issue further. 

The load control 
receivers North Itasca 
Electric uses for 
controlling loads have 
proven to be very 
reliable, but as with any 
mechanical devices, they 
can fail. The 5-amp relay 
that caused this problem 

Deer Hunting Season doesn’t stop North Itasca 
Electric from caring for its members

Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year
from your Board of Directors and staff

by Jerry Loney 
Electrification has taken on a 

whole new landscape. We see fields 
full of solar panels and hilltops 
with wind turbines reaching high, 
grabbing for the strongest winds. 

These sites are not only becoming a 
large part of our electrical generation 
but have become the future of our 
landscape in many places. These 
sites, known as renewable energy 

resources, have become a norm in 
energy production. There are a few 
other renewable sources in the mix, 
such as hydro and digestors to name 
a couple, but the largest sources of 
renewable generation are wind and 
solar. 

The electrification of our homes 
has changed; we not only receive 
light from the sun but also energy. 

Electrification today

Electrification to p.4> 
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CEO Report (continued)

Keep us up-to-date: Please keep your contact 
information current with our office. Please notify North 
Itasca Electric of any changes in property ownership, mailing 
addresses, phone numbers and email addresses. 
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assesses seasonal and long-term 
reliability; monitors the bulk power 
system through system awareness; 
and educates, trains and certifies 
industry personnel. NERC’s 
area of responsibility spans the 
continental United States, Canada, 
and the northern portion of Baja 
California, Mexico. NERC is the 
Electric Reliability Organization 
(ERO) for North America, subject 
to oversight by the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) 
and governmental authorities 
in Canada. NERC’s jurisdiction 
includes users, owners, and 
operators of the bulk power system, 
which serves nearly 400 million 
people.  This information was cited 
from www.nerc.com. 

What are we doing about this?  
GRE has assured me we have plenty 
of power in our region to carry the 
winter peak.  MISO requires us to 
have resource adequacy to 107% 
of our peak load to be a participant 

in MISO.  Recently the Public 
Utilities Commission approved 
our need to install diesel capability 
at one of our peaking plants.  This 
plant would only burn on diesel if 
natural gas was not available.  This 
change improves the reliability of 
the system in extreme situations.  
These peaking plants are necessary 
to maintain the flow of power to 
your homes.  The peaking plants are 
resources that are normally not run, 
they are called on in times of need.  
This could be due to load needs, or 
it could be because of events like 
transmission outages.  Installing 
another source of fuel improves the 
resource adequacy of a power plant.  

We are also working on 
transmission lines to our region.  
There has been significant work to 
improve the transmission system 
where congestion issues were 
causing problems.  Congestion is 
like getting a cold, you can’t breathe 
through your nose.  Similarly, if

 there is too much power in one 
region, it cannot flow to where it 
is needed, the lines just aren’t big 
enough.  Southern Minnesota has 
been the focus of this congestion.  
A lot of wind development has 
been happening in these areas.  The 
system wasn’t designed to carry 
power from all these wind farms 
back when it was built.  We need 
to make improvements to correct 
this issue; these improvements 
ultimately cost money.  This year 
I expect a 2.4% rate increase from 
GRE to North Itasca Electric.  These 
increases will need to be passed to 
our Member-Owners.

Thanksgiving is next week; 
I want to wish all of you Happy 
Thanksgiving.  Here’s to eating too 
much with friends and family, safe 
travels, and soon great ice fishing.

By your side! Miigwech
Brad
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has been known to stick open in the past but 
normally during extremely cold weather conditions. 
If moisture gets in the receiver, it can freeze open 
even when the load control period is over. 

It has been discovered at times that when the sun 
comes up, the heat from it will dry up the moisture 
and close the relay and sometimes as unorthodox 
as it may sound, tapping on the receiver box itself 
is enough to close the relay, but this issue rarely 
happens. 

I am expecting load control hours to increase 
some this winter, but nothing close to the amount 
allowable per the program guidelines of 400 hours 
per season. For the last few years, I have been seeing 
load control hours total around 50 or so. Even if one is 
controlled the max 400 hours per season, an average 
2,000 square foot home having an average heat loss 
on the conservative side would need 10,000,000 
BTUs which is equal to 109 gallons of propane (72 
gallons of fuel oil). A 500-gallon propane tank would 
still last 4 years and a fuel oil tank 5.5 years. 

Until next time. ..   

Taking care of Members

www.robpowellexcavating.com

• Tree Planting / Removal •

Landscaping •
Excavating •

Land Clearing •
Boulder Walls •

Site Prep •
Food Plots •

Road Building •
Driveways •

Culverts •

• Paving Stone
• Gravel
• Class 5
• Sand
• Top Soil
• Black Dirt
• Septic Install
• Stump Grinding
• Wood Chips

Powell Excavating & Tree Service

  218-244-7152  

An Old Fashioned General Store
218-832-3626

Spring Lake Store
Hours:

Mon-Thurs: 9 a.m.- 4 p.m.
Fri-Sat: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sun. 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Deli cheeses & lunch meat, 
sandwiches, WiFi, groceries, 

gifts, post office

from theMerr
y Christmas!

Bold North Realty & Auctions LLC

Greta Nelson
Bold North Agent

12216 County Road 15
Northome, MN 56661
218-368-8057
greta@ucboldnorth.com

Find Your Freedom®

United Country Bold North Realty & 
Auctions
218-368-8057
greta@ucboldnorth.com
www.UCBoldNorth.com
11522 Bartlett Avenue
Mizpah, MN 56660

Greta Nelson
Real Estate Associate
License #497500759

CALL TODAY!

Take a tour (218) 999-4999
PillarsSeniorLiving.com/grandrapids
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Highlights 
from the Board Room

NORTH ITASCA ELECTRIC CO-OP., INC.
MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING

October 26, 2023
Start time:  10:00 a.m.
End time:  1:10 p.m.
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors was held 
at the office and electronically through Zoom on October 
26, 2023.
Directors present: M. Rahier, J. White, W. Waller, L. 
Kongsjord, J. Kilian, R. Bain, B. Leino, T. Christensen 
and L. Salmela. 
Also Present:  Andrew Shaw, CEO Brad Dolinski, Jerry 
Loney, Daryl Pederson and Kim Giesen.
Absent: Tina Danielson
Start Regular Board Meeting:  11:00 a.m.
o  Pledge of allegiance was recited.  
o A motion was made to adopt the agenda. Seconded; 

motion carried. A motion was made to consent agenda. 
Seconded, which included board calendar, board 
minutes, new members, contract loans, check register 
and EFTs. Motion carried. The Board Calendar was 
reviewed, November board meeting will be held on 
Monday November 20, 2023, at 10:00 a.m.

o A safety discussion was held. Brad reported that 
MREA was here for PPE training. He stressed that we 
need to be diligent at home with PPE as well. Hearing 
protection, eye protection, gloves, chaps, and boots for 
cutting wood are highly recommended. 

o Brad reviewed the Operating Reports. A motion was 
made to accept the Operating Reports as they were 
presented. Seconded; motion carried.

o A motion was made to show the Board Policy 300.60 
Vegetation Management was reviewed with no 
changes. Seconded; motion passed. 

o Directors reviewed RUS AL45 loan documents.  A 
motion was made to approve the Secretary’s Certificate 
along with Board Resolution approving and authorizing 
necessary signatures to complete the Loan Documents.  
Seconded; motion carried.

o Preliminary 2024 Budget was reviewed. The budget 
has a 1.2% rate increase included. 

o Daryl gave the Line Department report. Jessie Lake 
transformer will be completed at the manufacturer on 
November 13. Daryl will schedule setting it around 
the 1st week of December. New services are winding 
down now. ROW clearing is in the Dora Lake / Wirt / 
County Rd 52 area. Outages are looking good with 309 
so far this year. 

o Jerry Loney gave the Members Services report. There 
were 33 organizations that received a total of $10,200 
in Operation Round Up grant money. 

o Brad gave the CEO report. There was a 2.4% increase 
in purchased power. MMG recommended GRE board 
to consider a rate change to transmission.

o The GRE statement was reviewed. It was noted that the 
billing peak occurred Labor Day weekend. 

o Wes Waller gave the MREA report. Wes spoke at the St. 
Cloud program for new employees to the cooperative 
world.     

o Lloyd Kongsjord gave the GRE report. 
o A motion was made to adjourn.  Seconded; motion 

carried. The regular meeting adjourned at 1:10 pm. 

Understanding your load management receiver indicator lights

Homes, Lakes & AcreageHomes, Lakes & Acreage
THOUSAND LAKES Grand Rapids, MN    (218) 326-8200

(218) 259-3403(218) 259-3403
Bob@GowithBob.comBob@GowithBob.com

www.GOwithBOB.comwww.GOwithBOB.com

Bob Ellies
Broker/Realtor®
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Holiday Schedule

ADDRESS CHANGE
Name

Box/Street

City/State

Zip + 4 County

Send to:  North Itasca Electric Co-op   P.O. Box 227    Bigfork, MN  56628

Cold weather rule & energy assistance program notice
In accordance with Minnesota’s Cold Weather Rule, 

electric service cannot be disconnected for nonpayment 
between Oct. 1 and April 30 if electricity is the primary 
heat source and ALL of the following statements apply: 

• Your household income is at or below 50% of the 
state median household income. Income may 
be verified on forms provided by North Itasca 
Electric Cooperative or by the local energy 
assistance provider. 

• You enter into and make reasonably timely payments 
under a payment agreement that considers the 
financial resources of the household. 

• You receive referrals to energy assistance, 
weatherization, conservation, or other programs 
likely to reduce your energy bills from North 
Itasca Electric Cooperative. Minnesota’s Cold 
Weather Rule does not completely stop winter 
disconnects before disconnecting electric service 
to residential members between Oct. 1 and April 
30, 

North Itasca Electric Cooperative must provide: 
• A 30-day notice of disconnection; 
• A statement of members’ rights and 

responsibilities; 
• A list of local energy assistance providers; 
• Forms on which to request Cold Weather Rule 

protection; and 
• A statement explaining available payment plans 

and other options to continue service. 
Energy Assistance Program 

The Energy Assistance Program (EAP) is a federally 
funded program through the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services which helps low-income renters 
and homeowners pay for home heating costs and 
furnace repairs. Household income must be at or below 
60 percent of the state median income ($67,764 for a 
family of four) to qualify for benefits. Applications 
must be received or postmarked by May 31, 2024. 
To learn more about the EAP program or to apply for 
assistance: 

• Visit the Minnesota Department of Commerce 
Energy Assistance website, https://mn.gov/
commerce/consumers/consumer-assistance/
energy-assistance/, for more details and to access 
the application portal. 

• Contact your county EAP service provider for 
additional information and assistance, Kootasca 
Community Action (218) 999-0800. North Itasca 
Electric Cooperative exists because of you, and 
we are dedicated to the people and communities 
we serve. If you are having difficulty paying your 
electric bill and do not qualify for either of these 
programs, please contact Sheila Hafeman at (218) 
743-3131 to set up a payment plan. 

KOOTASCA ENERGY  ASS'T.
201 NW 4th St., Ste 130
Grand Rapids MN  55744
218-999-0800
877-687-1163
BI-COUNTY COMMUNITY 
ACTION COUNCIL
P.O. Box 579
Bemidji,  MN  56601-0579
800-332-7161
ITASCA COUNTY SOCIAL SERV.
Itasca County Courthouse
123 NE 4th St
Grand Rapids,  MN 55744
218-327-2941
KOOCHICHING COUNTY 
FAMILY SERVICES
615 4th St
International Falls,  MN  56649
218-283-8405
LEECH LAKE ENERGY ASST.
115 6th St, Ste E, Cass Lake,  MN  
56633
218-335-8292

Energy assistance
If you cannot pay your winter 
heating bills, contact one of these 
locations for energy assistance 
help.
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The light received by 
the panels is converted 
into electrical energy, 
but the heat is also 
captured in a sense as 
well. When the sun 
heats the earth, this heat 
warms air molecules, 
and we know warm air 
rises. This rising air 
builds up and creates a 
pressure gradient and 
begins to move causing 
wind, and this wind is 
being used to generate 
electricity known today 
as wind power.  

Electricity before 
now could not be 
stored, but with new 
technologies in heating 
systems and batteries, 
this has changed. We 

can store this energy 
now with our off-peak 
load control programs 
called Electric Thermal 
Storage (ETS). This 
ETS storage is found in 
water heaters and space 
heating equipment 
allowing us to store 
energy from nighttime 
low-cost generation 
from the wind and use it 
the next day.          

Renewable energies 
were realized some 
time ago but with new 
initiatives, the country 
has recognized the 
importance of it and 
is now making great 
progress in renewable 
energy resources and 
technologies. 

Electrification

Talmoon Boat & Mini Storage
Archie and Sandy Wass

         Phone: 218-743-3635
            Cell:  218-244-3635

• Three storage sizes available!
• Boat, RV and Snowmobile
• Pontoon Trailer Rental
• Launch to Dock Service

Phone:  218-743-3635
Cell:      218-341-8522

Bus: (218) 835-4546                                                Fax: (218) 835-6590
Toll Free: (888) 888-6735

359 Main St., Box 309 • Blackduck, Minnesota  56630
kalvigandassoc@paulbunyan.net

North Itasca Electric offices CLOSED:
Monday, December 25
Tuesday, December 26

Monday, January1
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by Anne Prince
Ringing in a new year 

sparks a sense of renewed 
hope and optimism about 
the future. It’s a time to 
reflect on where we are 
and where we’re going. At 
the heart of this reflection, 
your co-op thinks about 
ways we can better serve 
you, the members of the 
cooperative. 

North Itasca Electric 
and its power supplier 
Great River Energy is 
always looking ahead, 
exploring ways to 
innovate and utilize new 
technologies to improve 
services. As our nation 
increasingly relies on 
electricity to power the 
economy, keeping the 
lights on has never been 
more important. We’re 
committed to powering––
and empowering––our 
community at a cost local 
families and businesses 

can afford.
So how are we working 

to ensure reliable and 
affordable power while 
adapting to a changing 
energy landscape and our 
community’s evolving 
needs? 

One critical component 
of reliable power is the 
mix of energy resources 
used to generate the 
electricity that keeps the 
lights on. Increasingly, we 
are using more electricity 
generated from renewable 
energy sources, but we 
still depend on a diverse 
energy mix to ensure 
reliable power that’s 
available to our members 
whenever they need it.

In addition to managing 
a reliable energy mix, 
North Itasca Electric 
is using technology to 
enhance our local grid, 
limit service disruptions 
and improve outage 

response times.
Advanced metering 

technology, also known 
as AMI, enables two-
way communication 
between the co-op and 
consumers. In the event 
of a power outage, AMI 
helps pinpoint the exact 
location of the outage 
and can even analyze 
damaged or tampered 
meters. AMI helps the co-
op save money with real-
time data, and ultimately 
improves power reliability 
for our entire community. 

Proactive tree trimming 
is another way we limit 
service disruptions. 
Scheduled trimming 
keeps power lines clear 
from overgrown limbs 
that are likely to fall. 

One of the best 
methods for improving 
our services to you is 
monitoring trends and 
leading practices from 

other electric co-ops in 
Minnesota and across 
the country. Learning 
from other co-ops is one 
of the many benefits of 
the cooperative business 
model because for us, 
it’s about cooperation, 
not competition.  

As we turn our focus 
to 2024, North Itasca 
Electric will continue 
working to provide 
the reliable, affordable 
electricity you expect and 
deserve––for today and 
tomorrow.  

Anne Prince writes on 
consumer and cooperative 

affairs for the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative 

Association

Road conditions:
Call 511 or visit 

511mn.org for maps, 
cameras, weather 

alerts.

Roxanne’s Repair Tips: 
by Roxanne Prather, Member Services Representative

Roxanne’s Sales Talk 
It’s hard to believe it is already 

December and another year has 
gone by! 

It’s been a pretty good year in 
the sales department. I want to take 
a moment to thank all of you who 
made it possible. I’m glad things 
have opened back up and it’s not 
taking months to get appliances in, 
like it was for a while when COVID 
was going strong. 

I’m also grateful that the road 
construction is finished up and we 
can use our front door again! North 
Itasca has some construction being 

done in the office at the Co-op as 
well. We replaced the glass wall 
on the north side of the building 
with some smaller windows on 
that wall. We were losing so much 
heat through all the windows; on 
windy days you could feel the wind 
blowing right in. Those sitting 
back there have already noticed 
a difference. I think we will see a 
big difference in our electric bill. 
Working through the construction 
has been challenging at times, but 
the finished product is going to be 
great. 

I’ve been able to keep the 
showroom full, with a variety 
of appliances. There have been 
members that have not had good 
luck in the big box stores and have 
found what they wanted here. The 
big box store would have to order 
their appliance and then the wait 
could be two weeks. This made me 
feel pretty good.

I wish you a Very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
I look forward to working with you 
next year.

There are four reasons 
that your dispenser would 
leak water.
1. Dispenser door

The dispenser door 
is opened by a motor or 
solenoid to dispense the 
ice, if the door is broken 
it won’t open right to 
release the ice. You should 
inspect the dispenser door 
for any damage and see if 
the components need to be 
replaced. You might have 
to remove the dispenser 
control panel or frame to 
access the dispenser door.
2. Low water pressure 
from the house supply

The water inlet valve 
supplies water to the water 
dispenser. The water inlet 
valve requires 20 psi to 
function right. Check the 
water flow to make sure 
you have 20 psi.
3. The refrigerator 
dispenser actuator 

The dispenser actuator 
is the component that 
activates the switch or 
switches to send voltage 
to the dispenser. If the 
actuator is damaged 
it might not be able 
to activate the switch. 
Inspect the actuator and 
replace it if broken.
4. Refrigerator dispenser 
switch

The dispenser switch 
sends voltage to the 
dispenser. If one of the 
dispenser switches is 
defective, the dispenser 
will not work. You can 
test the dispenser switch 
with a multi meter. If 
there is no continuity, you 
will need to replace the 
switch.

Remember you can go 
to RepairClinic.com to 
trouble shoot, watch how 
-to videos and purchase 
parts.

Is your ice dispenser on your 
refrigerator leaking water?

Reliable Power for Today––and Tomorrow

GUNSTOCK CHECKERING
All types of gunstock checkering

We can create virtually any design or use your own
We can recreate your worn-out checkering like new
We refinish stocks with the hand rubbed English oil method
Custom stocks built here.  Boyds and Richards microfit 
blanks.

RC Keith GUNSTOCK CHECKERING 218-897-5152

Once again it is that time of year 
– dust off your recipe books and 
send in your best candy and cookie 

recipes. We want to get as many 
recipes as possible so we can make 
a recipe book.  Please get recipes in 
as soon as possible so we have time 
to retype and put them in a book. 
Please don’t send copyrighted 
material, make the recipe your own! 

Winners will receive $50 for the 
1st prize,  $25 for 2nd place and 
3rd place is $15. Plus, the winning 
recipes will be in the WATTS News 
so you will also get another $10 off 
your monthly bill!  You can mail or 

email the recipes to the Co-op at 
P.O. Box 227, Bigfork, MN 56628 
or roxannep@nieci.com.  

I look forward to seeing lots of 
good recipes.  Please have them 
here by Friday, Dec. 8 so we have 
time to get them together. 

Want to try some new recipes for 
the holidays? As soon as we have 
them ready, I can email or mail you 
a book, or you can stop in and get 
one in our entryway. 

Annual Christmas Cookie/Candy Contest:
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North Itasca Electric Kids Coloring ContestNorth Itasca Electric Kids Coloring Contest

NAME:      AGE:

Coloring Contest:
One winner will be picked from 

kindergarten, first, second and third 
grade. Please turn in your entries by 
Dec. 9. They can be dropped off in our 
entryway drop box or mailed to P.O. 
Box 227, Bigfork, MN 56628. We will 

display all the photos that come in and 
judge them on Dec. 11. Coloring pages 
will all be published in the WATTS 
News unless for some reason you wish 
them not to be. Winners will be called 
to pick up their prize.

Christmas contests at the Co-op

Kids Coloring Contest 
Letters to Santa
Christmas Cookie/Candy Contest
     (See p. 4)

Deadline:  
Friday December 8th

Bigfork Mini-Storage
37944 Hwy 14

  Bigfork, MN. 56628
Call  612-240-2610

  Located off of Hwy 14 and 38 North of Town.
•  Gated Entry/driveway.
•  Engineered all Steel Buildings
•  Insulated ceilings
•  24 hour access / 7 days a week.
•  Many Small and Large sizes available. 
•  Only 1 mile north of town.
•  Several payment options available. 

Go to BigforkMiniStorage.com  
24/7  for sizes and availability

Poenix Contracting LLC
218-246-2740

poecon@paulbunyan.net

Remodels • roofing • ICF basements...

Serving Itasca County for over 25 years.

42298 Co Rd. 48  
Deer River, 
MN  56636

You PLAN it,
we’ll NAIL it!

We specialize in building 
homes, not just houses.

MN #BC637472

Itasca Services LLCItasca Services LLC

Call or text: (515) 868-8303

Weak capacitors, corroded burners, low gas pressure, 
CO leak, scorched control board, closed plenum 
damper, bad gas valve, corroded flame sensor, 

leaking inducer motor, weak inducer fan, improperly 
wired blower motor, improperly wired safety switch, 
leaking exhaust venting, and missing CO detectors.

Fighting hard against stick-er shock.

Call for Furnace Clean & Tune 
and Clean or Service

What can be found during routine maintenance?

Service, Maintenance, or Replacement
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Christmas Sale
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If you have questions, please call Roxanne at (218) 743-3132; email roxannep@nieci.com.

WILLIAMS SEPTIC & ELECTRIC, INC.

Licensed & Bonded

● Septic
 Installation
 Inspection
 Design
●  Hauling & Excavating
●  Residential & Commercial Wiring

P.O. Box 633 / 52034 Silk Rd.  Squaw Lake, MN  56681

Contact:
Brian Williams at
(218) 659-4216

OLD SCENIC COMMUNITY CHURCH
25747 County Rd 340, Bigfork

Pastor Sam Ketchum

218-743-3953
A Bible Based, Christ Centered Fellowship.

Come and join us in worship, and a study of the Word.
Sunday School: 11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Sunday Worship Service: Winter start time 10 a.m. 

https://www.oldscenic.com
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Arts on the EdgeEdge Gallery

WATTS Wonderful!
The Bigfork Valley Community 

Foundation would like to thank the 
following sponsors for their contributions 
to our 16th Annual Fundraiser: Boot 
Scootin’ in the Woods

 Platinum Level: Nor-Son Construction, 
LLC; Wilderness Wedding Barn.

 Gold Level: Bigfork Valley, Greater Insurance 
Service - Grand Rapids; First State Bank of Bigfork; 
Lakes Gas Co.; Vaaler Insurance; Farrell & Judy 
Gunelius; Bunes Septic.

 Silver Level: Paul Bunyan Communications; 
Licke Law Firm, John & Marty Licke; Lakeside 
Lumber & Hardware; Jack The Horse Resort; Marcell 
Community Church.

M.A.D. Gutters
Office: 218-743-6448 SEAMLESS GUTTER INSTALLATIONS
Cell: 218-929-7134 www.madgutters.com

The UlTimaTe GUTTer ProTecTion SySTem
• Keeps leaves, pine needles and seed pods out of your gutters
• Fits on your existing gutters
• Gutterglove’s patented design eliminates gutter cleaning forever!
• Strongest & most durable gutterguard on the market today!

HEAVY DUTY
GUTTER PROTECTION

FREE
ESTIMATES

ATTN: Matt & Amy Dahlke
Ad Size: 2 Columns x 2 Inches = 4 Column Inches

Cost: $4.50 per Column Inch (Black & White)
$5.50 per Column Inch (Color)
Total Cost Per Insertion: $22.00

Insertion Dates: Every Other Week Beginning April 4, 2019
Please proof and make any changes, corrections or additions. 

Deadline: Monday at 4 p.m. preceding publication date.
Thank You!

Scenic Range NewsForum
1-866-845-1422 • 218-245-1422 • Fax: 218-245-1698

E-Mail: cindyt@scenicrangenewsforum.com

Pederson Hovila Agency
Insurance & Financial Services

friendly, personal service for over 40 years
• AUTO, HOME, FARM
• ANNUITIES, LIFE INSURANCE for all stages of life
• MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS, LONG TERM CARE 

EXPENSE PLANS AND ALTERNATIVES

Call Kevin for a no-obligation 
quote or policy review

218-743-3545

401 Main Ave., Bigfork 56628    next to the post office

by Jack Nachbar
It’s the Holiday season, and, all things being Merry 

and Bright, love is in the air. That being the case, the 
Classic Movie Series in Bigfork is presenting a very 
special treat.

The December Classic movie is the huge 1968 hit 
version of Shakespeare’s beloved play, Romeo and 
Juliet. Instead of casting middle aged stars in the title 
roles, director Franco Zeffirelli chose two unknown 
teenagers, who would have been about the same age as 
Shakespeare’s characters. Olivia Hussey and Leonard 
Whiting brought a fresh and passionate interpretation 
of the young lovers that made the film the fifth most 
popular movie of the year. And now, 55 years later, as 
you will leave the Edge Theater, you too will think, 
“Parting is such sweet sorrow.”

Romeo and Juliet will be shown at 
6:30 p.m. Thursday, December 14 at 
the Edge Center Theater in Bigfork. 
FREE!! Teenagers welcome! They 
love this picture.
JANUARY CLASSIC MOVIE: It’s 
the 1930s in the slums of New York 
in the hard hitting, Dead End (1937) 
with Joel McCrea Humphrey Bogart, 
and the Dead End Kids. January 11, 
2024 at the Edge.

Following the last show of the 
season, Sam Zimmerman’s exhibit 
“Dibaajimo,” the Edge Gallery 
will display pieces in its permanent 
collection during the times that an 
event is scheduled at the Center. 
This collection grows each year as the Gallery selects 
pieces from exhibitors or through donations. 

The Gallery committee will soon begin to consider 
artists to feature next year and welcomes ideas and 
contacts of new exhibitors.

The Edge Center currently has an opening for an 
Administrative Assistant. It is a part-time, 20-hour 
a week job managing day-to-day operation of the 
Center’s office, working closely with the public, board 
and committee members, school staff and students, and 
visiting performance and visual artists.

Skills the Center is looking for include: Ability to 
manage time and work as part of a team, knowledge of 
MAC and graphic design programs, willingness to learn 
to use organizational databases and new applications, 
written and oral communication skills, excellent phone 
manner, and being organized and self-motivated. 
Responsibilities of the position include: Designing, 
printing and preparing advertising and fundraising 
materials, maintaining a donor database; providing 
bookkeeping support; printing and selling tickets; and 
opening the Gallery during working hours. 

If you are interested, please send your resume to 
admin@edgecenterarts.org.

The Edge Center for the Arts in Bigfork is a non-
profit, volunteer-managed organization dedicated to 
bringing music, theatre, and visual arts to the Edge of 
the Wilderness. 

The Edge Center will present a special 
holiday classic movie matinee on Sunday, 
December 10 at 2 p.m., featuring the original 
“How the Grinch Stole Christmas” classic 
cartoon short and the holiday beloved movie 
“A Christmas Story.”  

Classic Movie Series

Bigfork Toys
Please consider help-

ing out Santa deliver toys 
to the Edge of the Wilder-
ness!

Your monetary dona-
tion can be dropped off or 
mailed to First State Bank 
of Bigfork, P.O. Box 
257 Bigfork MN 56628. 

For qmore information,  
Please contact Krista at 
(218) 410-2258 or  Cindy 
at (218) 259-9413. We ap-
preciate all your support 
in bringing smiles to our 
community during the 
holiday season!

This movie matinee extravaganza will include 
holiday songs performed by area youth just prior to 
the start of the movies, and treats afterwards.  This 
event is free and appropriate for all ages.

Visit your cooperative online
www.NorthItascaElectric.com
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Community Education

B.I.G. Community Center in Bigfork
Coffee Club Monday-Friday 7-9 a.m.
Bingo every Thursday 1-3 p.m.  

Blackduck 
Community Library: 

(218) 835-6600
Tues: 1-6 p.m..
Wed: 9 a.m.-noon.
Thurs:12-5 p.m.
Fri: 12-5 p.m.
Sat.: 9 a.m.-noon.

Northome Library 
(218) 897-5952

Mon: 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Tues: 9 a.m.- 3 p.m.
Wed: 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Thurs: noon - 6 p.m.
Fri: 9 a.m.- noon

  Blackduck:  
(218) 835-5768

Northome:   
(218) 897-5952

Resource Centers:

Northern Itasca 
Emergency Food Shelf

200 Main, Bigfork
Thursdays

12:30-3 p.m.
3rd Thursday 
4-5:30 p.m.

(218) 256-4170

Northome Food Shelf
12059 Main St 

Bring your own bags.
1st Mon.: 9 a.m.-noon
2nd Mon.: 2-5 p.m.
3rd Mon.: 9 a.m.-noon
4th Mon.: 2-5 p.m.

SAIL classes
For more information or to register (required), 

contact ElderCircle at (218) 999-9233.  New attendees 
may start anytime. Weights are provided but please 
bring your own water.   
Following is the local schedule:
• Virtual via Zoom video conference
    Mondays & Thursdays, 10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
• Virtual via Zoom video conference
    Tuesdays & Thursdays, 9:00-10:30 a.m.
In person at: 
• Bigfork Old Scenic Church, 
    Tuesdays & Thursdays, 9:00-10:30 a.m.
• Bowstring Town Hall
  Tuesdays & Thursdays, 10:00-11:30 a.m. 
• Deer River, Bethany Lutheran,
    Mondays & Thursdays, 10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

area bookmobile stops

Tuesdays: Nov.14; Dec. 5, 26
     12:00 - 1 p.m.   Bowstring Store

2:30-3:30 p.m.  Effie: Effie Cafe 
4:00-5:30 p.m.  Bigfork: City Hall

Thursdays: Nov.16; Dec. 7, 28
       11:45 a.m.-12:45 p.m.  Togo: Junction Bar & Grill
Mondays: Nov. 13; Dec. 4
      12:30 -1:00 p.m.  Gemmel; Comm. Church

1:45 - 2:30 p.m.  Northome; Apartments
3:15 - 4:15 p.m.  Alvwood; Hoot-n-Holler
4:30 - 6:00  p.m.  Squaw Lake; Community Ctr

New to the area?  Get your Arrowhead 
Library Card on the Bookmobile.

Bookmobile or Mail-a-Book information: call 
Arrowhead Library System at (218) 741-3840

Blackduck Register online at blackduck.k12.
mn.us/CE. Questions?  Call (218) 835-5206 or email 
mcleveland@blackduck.k12.mn.us 

Community Cafe in Deer River
The Community Cafe is available to anyone  who is 

in need of a meal. Each Monday - Thursday, 4:30 p.m.- 
6:30 p.m. (or until gone), a nutritious three-course meal 
is served.  Location: King Elementary School door #9. 
For more information, visit communitycafemn.org.

ADULT VOLLEYBALL
Date: Wednesday nights
Time: 7-8:30 p.m.  
Location: High School enter at gym door #3
Cost:$3/night

Tax-Aide volunteers needed
AARP Tax-Aide is a free tax preparation service for 

the elderly and people of modest income. Our goal is to 
serve 750 clients this year and we need a few additional 
tax preparers to do so.

> Work as much or as little as you like.
> Work from home, take that vacation in warmer 

climates.
> Just give us some part of your time during the tax 

season (February 1st - April 15th).
We train counselors to IRS standards and assign 

each a mentor to help during training and throughout 
the tax year as need. For more information, call Jim at 
218-245-9202

Electrical Inspections 
Except for minor repair work, all electrical work 

you do at your home, cabin, or property is required to 
be inspected by a State Electrical Inspector.  

A rough-in inspection must be made before any 
wiring is covered.  A final inspection is also required.  
Please visit www.electricity.state.mn.us for more 
information.  The inspectors can be reached weekday 
mornings between 7:00 a.m. and 8:30 a.m.
▪  Itasca County  - Steve Bartlett (218) 591-1616
▪  Koochiching County  - Curt Collier (218) 966-

5070
▪  Beltrami, Clearwater counties - Davis Smid (507) 

227-2772

Toys to Make Together
by Leah Ryan

Arrowhead Library System
Let’s make some toys!
Area libraries will be offering Handmade Toy Take 

& Create Art Kits December 4-30 (ages 6 and up) as 
the Arrowhead Library System’s newest Legacy event.

This art experience, created by 321 Art Studio, ex-
plores toy making for beginners. Take & Create Art 
Kits will include supplies to create these four unique 
toys: yarn doll, string/button spinner, swing and catch 
cup and craft stick catapult. Follow-along instructional 
videos for each toy will be shared in the kit and online. 

Locally, kits will be available at the Bookmobile 
and Mail-a-Book. Each location has a limited number 
of kits.  Patrons must qualify for Mail-A-Book ser-
vices, kit may be modified in order to deliver by mail.

This program, sponsored by Arrowhead Library 
System, was funded in part or in whole with money 
from Minnesota’s Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund. 

 by Sally Sedgwick
At its November 14 

meeting, the Bigfork 
City Council heard a 
proposal from Tara Urman 
and Samantha Olson to 
repurpose vacant land 
by the baseball field into 
double outdoor horse 
arenas and storage shed.   
The arenas would be used 
by 4H and the Northwoods 
Saddle Club as well as 
community members.  
Mayor Bryan Boone said 
they would need to present 
a plan of exactly what 
they were looking at along 
with a cost estimate and 
funding options.  Some 
money might be available 
from the pull tab funds. 

Caleb Standlie from 
Widseth spoke to the 
council on the status 
of the water system 
preliminary engineering 
report. Widseth is 

currently confirming what 
infrastructure is in the 
ground, including mapping 
the mains, scoping the 
project for updating the 
water treatment plant and 
tower and developing a 
funding plan. 

Auditors CliftonLar-
sonAllen have withdrawn 
from doing the 2024 audit 
due to understaffing. Oth-
er audit firms have been 
contacted for quotes.

In other business, the 
council heard that there 
was a ribbon cutting for 
the school/community 
project at the school on 
Oct. 30.  The city is still 
waiting for information 
on the status of the $1.5 
million state bond.

The next regular 
meeting is scheduled for 
Tuesday, Dec. 12 at 5:30 
p.m. at City Hall. 

Bigfork hears of interest in an 
outdoor horse arena

Excerpted from an article in the 
Scenic Range NewsForum

by Sally Sedgwick
At the Nov. 13 meeting 

of the Effie City Council, 
a new councilor was ap-
pointed, the final levy was 
set and projects remaining 
under 2023 grant funding 
were discussed.

District 5 Commis-
sioner Casey Venema was 
present and discussed the 
jail and county budget 
during the public forum.  
Under the new 1% sales 
tax, $4 million has been 
collected to date toward 
jail bonds.  Cass County 
will use the Itasca County 
jail for its inmates, but the 
county will need an ad-
ditional 6 jailers.  Mesabi 
Metallics has paid back 
taxes, reducing the levy 
needed. 

The council accepted 
the resignation of Jim As-
try and appointed Bran-
don Francisco to serve the 

remainder of his term.
The council voted to 

finalize the proposed levy 
at $40,425.

With remaining grant 
funding, the council de-
cided to reroof the Com-
munity Center with metal 
roofing. The new heating 
system is operational. The 
new city sign at the in-
tersection of Highways 1 
and 38 has been installed. 

The state has  indicated 
that a variance is needed 
to take down the old Ef-
fie School due to asbes-
tos content, and certified 
contractors (not available 
in the area) must be used.  
The process for a variance 
will be pursued. 

The next regular meet-
ing is scheduled for Mon-
day, Dec. 11 at 6 p.m. in 
the Community Center.
Excerpted from an article in the 

Scenic Range NewsForum

Effie appoints new councilor
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~ December Calendar ~

218-832-3444
49023 State Highway 38  Marcell, MN 56657

MFC hours: 
Fitness Center, gymnasium, multi-purpose 
room, public computer room and WiFi 
hotspot.

Mon: 11 a.m.-2 p.m., 4-7 p.m.
Tues, Thurs: 11 a.m.-2 p.m., 4-7 p.m.
Fri: 11 a.m.-2 p.m., Sat: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Marcell Family Center

Alvwood Community Church     Sun 10:00a           
58712 Co. Rd. 131 
Blackduck 56630 218-659-4681
Balsam Bible Chapel    Sun 10:00a 
41516 Scenic Hwy 7 
Bovey 55709 218-245-1960
Bear River Lutheran Church    Sun 10:00a 
11141 Hwy 22 
Cook 55723 218-376-1012
Bethesda Lutheran Church   Sun 9:00a
Mizpah 56660 218-897-5654
Bowstring Chapel Sun 10:15a 
45114 Co Rd 133 
Deer River 56636 218-832-3171
Calvary Covenant Sun 10:30a 
54764 Co. Rd. 31 
Northome 56661 218-897-5684
Centennial Lutheran Church    Sun 8:30a 
Hwy 46 
Squaw Lake  56681 218-259-0115
Deer River Bible Church    Sun 10:00a
33276 State Highway 6        
Deer River    56636                 218-246-9570
Dora Lake Alliance    Sun 10:00a 
59329 Co Rd 145 
Northome 56661 218-659-4551
Effie Fredheim Lutheran Church (ELCA)  Sun 8:30a 
Hwy 1 
Effie	 56639	 218-743-3368

First Presbyterian Church, BF  Sun 10:15a 
109 Ash St. 
Bigfork 56628 218-743-3783
Gemmel Community Church  Sun 10:00a
10609 Town Rd 34 
Gemmel 56660 218-897-5966
Grace Community Church (ELCA)  Sun  10:15a
401 State Hwy 38 N 
Bigfork 56628 218-743-3368
Hope Lutheran Church   Sun 10:30 a.m. 
12234 Third St. 
Northome 56661 218-897-5654
Jehovah’s Witnesses    Tu 7:00p., Sun 10:00a 
Hwy 38 
Bigfork 56628 218-743-3275
Jesse Lake Lutheran Church    Sun 8:30a 
45834 Co. Rd. 4 
Talmoon 56637 218-832-3883
Marcell Community Church    Sun 10:30a 
49103 State Hwy 38 
Marcell 56657 218-832-3200
Northome Community Church   Sun 10:00a             
12071 Bartlett St. 
Northome 56661 218-897-5040
Northwoods Chapel    Sun 9:00a 
50539 Mushgee Rd. (corner of Co. Rd. 622) 
Deer River 56636 218-659-2784

Old Scenic Community Church    Sun 9:00a 
25747 Co. Rd. 340 
Bigfork 56628 218-659-2727

Our Lady of the Snows Catholic Church  
Sun 9:00a  Mass also Tu, W, 9:00a. 
320 Golf Course Ln 
Bigfork 56628 218-743-3255
Sand Lake Alliance   Sun 10:00a 
55581 Co. Rd 4 
Spring Lake  56680    218-659-2872

Church website: www.sandlakealliancechurch.org

St. Catherine’s Catholic Church   Sat 4:00p 
52265 State Hwy 46 
Squaw Lake  56681 218-743-3255
St. Michael Catholic Church Sat 7:00p
12026 Lake St 
Northome 56661 218-743-3255
Seventh Day Adventist    Sun 11:30a 
12352 Hwy 46 
Northome 56661 218-897-5723
Suomi Evangelical Lutheran Church   Sun 10:30a 
42935 Co. Rd. 48 
Deer River 56636 218-832-3883
True Life Church     Sun 10:00a 
45976 Terry 
Talmoon 56637 218-244-7089
Wilderness Church     Sun 9:30a 
City Hall
200 Main Ave. 
Bigfork 56628 218-743-3500

wildernesschurchMN@gmail.com

Church directory sponsored by North Itasca 
Electric Cooperative, send changes to editor, 

sedgwick@paulbunyan.net

  Area Church Directory 

2     Deer River Chamber of Commerce is sponsoring a Winter Festival with “family 
activities, craft sales, and holiday fun to kick-off our winter season!” Events 
downtown begin at 4:45 p.m. at the Big Fish with events during the day at King 
School.

2 Christmas Bazaar and Bake Sale by the Effie American Legion Auxiliary 10 
a.m.-2 p.m. at the Effie Community Center.

6    “The Club I Never Wanted to Join” breast cancer support group meets 3:30 
p.m. at Zion Lutheran Church in the chapel, south entrance, Grand Rapids. 
More info with Lynn (218) 832-3612, lynn_ettl@msn.com

9 Christmas Bazaar at the B.I.G. Community Center in Bigfork 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
10 Holiday Classic Movie Matinee at the Edge Center, Bigfork for all ages, 2 

p.m. Youth concert before, “How the Grinch Stole Christmas” classic cartoon 
short and “A Christmas Story.” Treats follow.

11 Women of the Woods meet at 10 a.m. at Sand Lake Community Center. Call 
Pat Sievertson at (218) 659-2157.

11 Effie City Council meets at Effie Community Center, 6 p.m.
11 Blackduck ISD 32 School Board meets, 6 p.m. in the Media Center. Truth in 

Taxation, 6:30 p.m
11 ISD 318 School Board meeting at Educational Services Center Board Room, 

601 SW 7th St, Grand Rapids. (Note new location.) or at watchictv.org, 6:30 
p.m. Truth in Taxation hearing, 6 p.m. Information: jrasmussen@isd318.org or 
call (218) 327-5704.  Livestream from link at isd318.org. 

12 Stop & Stitch meets at the Marcell Family Center the 2nd Tuesday of  every 
month, 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. More info, call Debbie at (218) 360-1503.

12   Bigfork City Council at City Hall, 5:30 p.m.
12   Northome School K-12 Holiday Music Concert, 6:30 p.m. in the large gym
13 ISD 317 School Board meets at Deer River HS, 6 p.m. Public forum 5:45
13 ISD 363 South Koochiching-Rainy River School Board meeting, 7 p.m.
14   Classic Movies at the Edge Center in Bigfork presents Romeo and Juliet 

(1968), starring Olivia Hussey and Leonard Whiting, 6:30 p.m.  Free.
15   Blackduck School K-4 Christmas Concert, 2:30 p.m.
17 Caroling at Jesse Lake Lutheran Church, 3 p.m.  Enjoy the caroling 

experience without the nasty weather!
25-26 Merry Christmas!  North Itasca Electric Offices CLOSED.
22-Jan.1  Winter Break/Christmas vacation: no school, all schools.
TBD   Bigfork Valley Hospital board meets in public meeting, 9 a.m. For 

information on joining the meeting online, call (218) 743-1772.  Scheduled 
date is Dec. 26, call for a rescheduled date.

JAN
1 North Itasca Electric Offices CLOSED.

Community News
Bigfork

General Interest

The Bigfork Improvement Groups is hosting a Christmas Bazaar Sat., Dec. 9 at 
the B.I.G; Community Center in Bigfork from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Call Cindy at 
(218) 256-5057 to check on table availability, $15.  Food for sale also.   

“Lights in the Pines,” a drive-through lighting display at the Itasca County 
Fairgournds is new this year: $10 per car.  Dates before Christmas also include 
a Santa Land in the Commercial Building.  The displays are open 5-9 p.m. on 
Fridays and Saturdays before Christmas (plus Thurs., Dec. 7), and Dec. 26-31.  

License #060672-PM
33204 Shadywood Road • Grand Rapids, MN  55744

fax: (218) 327-9283 • northernairph@yahoo.com 

Christmas Cookie and Candy Booklet
The Christmas Cookie/Candy recipe contest in underway! The co-op looks 
forward to this contest each year to see member recipes for the holiday season.  
After all recipes are in by Friday, Dec. 8, staff will udge and award prizes.  The 
booklet with all the recipes will be available about Dec. 15, and Members can 
email Roxanne at rprather@nieci.com or call for a pdf file, or stop by the office 
to pick up a copy.

The Northern Lights Trio with Ron Olsen on piano, Terry Price on drums and 
Jerry Hagen on bass will team up with Harold Boege on harmonica, accordion 
and bass to play for the Grace House fundraiser “Home is Where the Heart Is.”  
It’s the fifth year the group has played for the dinner, said Hagen, raising over 
$30,000 annually for the nonprofit which provides temporary housing and is the 
county’s only homeless shelter.  A great cause!  The event includes a prime rib 
dinner and is at the Timberlake Lodge in Grand Rapids on Thursday, Dec. 7.  
Call (218) 326-2790 for tickets or information.  
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WATTS Wonderful!
The Marcell Family Center would 

like to thank the following sponsors for 
contributing to the 2023 Marcell Family 
Center Halloween Bash:

Timberwolf Inn
Effie Country Service
The Shop

Bigfork Veterinary Clinic
Scheff Logging & Trucking
Lakeside Lumber & Hardware
First State Bank of Bigfork
Jack The Horse Resort
Bigfork Ambulance Service Association
Perry-Heide VFW
Edge of the Wilderness Discovery Center
Kokomo Resort

J.V. Tree & Landscaping
Tree care - Landscaping - Bobcat Work

Cell:         612-987-9992
Toll free: 866-232-5183
Free estimates - Fully insured

Tree Trimming & Removal 
Stump Grinding

Woods & Lot Clearing 

800-252-1166 
or 811

Call before you dig
Whenever you plan to dig 
over 12 inches deep, 2 
days before you start, call   
Gopher One at 811 or (800) 
252-1166. It’s required by 
Minnesota state law and it 
is a free service.

Festival of the 
Nativities

Whimical and traditional. 
Abstract and realistic. Crochet, 
wood, fabric, stone, clay, paper.  
Almost 140 different Nativity 
scenes from around the world were 
displayed at the Sand Lake Alliance 
Church during the Festival of the 
Nativities.  

The Nativities were from 
the collection of Susan Devries 
who also crafted  some as well as 
arranging the displays.  

The evening included a light 
meal and Christmas music in the 
Sanctuary and ended with caroling.

Crochet (above) and garden 
gourds (right).

Watch for Clearopathra!
64,075 people voted this year in the third annual 

Minnesota Department of Transportation Name a 
Snowplow Contest.  District 1 in northeast Minnesota 
will have a new named snowplow on the roads: 
Clearopathra.

Clearopathra was the third place vote getter in the 
field of 60 suggested names.  Other winners included 
Yer a Blizzard, Harry; Blizzo; Better Call Salt; Han 
Snowlo; Blader Tot Hotdish; Scoop! There It Is; and 
Sleetwood Mac. 

Previous District 1 winners included: No More Mr. 
Ice Guy (2022) and Duck Duck Orange Truck (2021). 
In 2022, the district added an additional named plow, 
Giiwedin, the Ojibwe word for the North Wind.  That 
truck plows Highway 53 near the Fond du Lac Indian 
Reservation. 

Lakeside Lumber & Hardware
Office 218-832-3300                     Cell 425-233-1835

Eric Elhardt
Owner

www.lakesidemarcell.com
eric@lakesidemarcell.com

49208 State Hwy 38
Marcell, MN 56657

v v

v v
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-SERVICES-

Lepinski Painting
interior/exterior 

Call for free estimate
20 yrs experience
218-248-0717

or 218-743-3613

Dahlke Forestry 
Services, LLC

218-929-7228
DahlkeForestry
@hotmail.com

DahlkeForestry.com
√ Storm Cleanup
√ Tree Removal
√ Trail Development 
√ Habitat Improvement 
√ Private Forest Mgmt.
√ Firewood processing

Dahlke 
Dumpsters

218-929-7228
DahlkeForestry
@hotmail.com

DahlkeDumpsters.com

Flat rates on dumpster 
rentals!

Flexible rental times!
Great Customer 

Service!

Gus’s Auto and 
Recycling of Bigfork
Used auto parts, steel, 
tires and bridge beams.

A buyer of metals.
Snowplowing

Over 20 years experience
(218) 929-7117

Hm: (218) 743-3598
Gus David

Bigfork 
Mini-Storage

Many sizes
24 hour access.

Located off Hwy 14 
just west of Hwy 38

 For immediate service,
call Keith at 

612-240-2610

-SERVICES-

Monuments 
and Markers

Available in granite 
and bronze.  

Also do final dating, 
foundation work

and cleaning. 
FREE estimates. 

Serving your area.  
Jerry Pula, sales rep.  
Call (218) 743-3711

-FREE-
Free!  Two matching 
maroon swivel rocking 
chairs.  Picture can be 
emailed. Call (218) 743-
2320       12/23

-WANTED-
Want to hire: Someone 
with a mobile sawmill who 
can come to my cabin near 
Marcell to mill six 8’ red 
pine logs into boards. If 
you are interested, please 
call (218) 341-4235 12/23

Wanted:  Used 36 inch 
wooden door with a 
window for a shed.  Call 
(218) 832-3453    12/23
Help Wanted: Strong 
teenager to move 
firewood, brush, etc. 
around my cabin on Turtle 
Lake. Call (218) 259-
0713, leave message.

  12/23

-HELP WANTED-
Help wanted: Scenic State 
Park Year-Round General 
Maintenance Lead Worker 
for more details and to 
apply visit mn.gov/mmb/
careers       12/23

Business consultant for 
the Itasca Economic De-
velopment Corporation.  
Job posting on Facebook 
@Itasca EDC. Send re-
sume to Kayla Swanson at 
kswanson@itascadv.org 
by Friday, December 8.

.-FOR SALE-
For sale: Charmaster 
Chalet Furnace. Wood 
burning/+ or - gas  plus 
accessories. $1,900 OBO. 
Call  (218) 832-3599 Cell 
(218) 259-3065      1/24

-FOR SALE-
For sale: Vintage Coast 
to Coast Stores model 
40 Marlin Firearms Co. 
.22 long rifle only, semi-
automatic tube feed rifle, 
includes Glenfield 4x15 
scope  Exc. cond., 100 
rounds of ammunition. 
$200. Call (612) 839-1695 

1/24
For sale: Vintage 
Winchester Model 320 
.22 S.L. or Long Rifle 
R.H. Bolt Action rifle, 
includes Browning 2 3/4 
scope Bluing-excellent, 
stock-good, 100 rounds 
of ammunition. $400. Call 
(612) 839-1695    1/24

For sale: John Deere 38 
inch snowthrower for 
John Deere LX and GT 
tractors - Used - Good 
Condition- $275. Call or 
text (763) 226-6404   1/24

For sale: Insulated 
chimney pipe. 30 in long, 
outside diam. 9 1/2 in, 
inside diam. 8 in. Sell for  
$ 45 . Also have a metal 
reducer piece for $ 10.   
Call (218) 659-2797  1/24

For sale: Electric heater, 
7500 W 240 volt. Ceiling 
mount, fan forced. Brand 
new still in the box. $240 
new, sell for $175. Call 
(612) 300-7705       12/23

For sale:  Toro 521 (5 hp) 
(21” cut) snowblower.  
Electric start.  $275. Call 
(218) 897-9535    1/24

For sale: Printer. H.P. 
Envy Pro 6452. Works 
good. $50. Call (218) 832-
3329        1/24

-FOR SALE-
For sale 2 piece wood 
extension ladder each is 
12 feet long. $50 call in 
the evening (218) 743-
3375         12/23

For sale:  Pelonis electric 
heater, model HO-0250H, 
new, $25; metal pet crate, 
27” long, 20” wide, $30  
Call (218) 910-6610

      12/23
For sale: 30 inch 2-stage 
Ariens snowblower. 
Electric start. good 
condition. $900. Call 
(218) 832-3329      12/23

For sale: Beautifully 
handcrafted cremation 
urns made by local 
craftsman.  Larger size 
made from Maple, Oak, 
Birch, Walnut, Pine or 
other woods. Prices start 
at $150 and up according 
to wood used. Call (218) 
812-9794         12/23

For sale: 2 piece china 
cabinet, 6 ft. high x 4 ft. 
wide, $140.  Coffee table 3 
ft. long x 19 in. wide with 
diamond willow legs.  $35  
Call eves. (218) 743-3375

12/23
For sale:  Stihl chain saw 
MS251 Wood Boss.  Like 
new, $250.  Call (218) 
659-4432             12/23

-VEHICLES-
SNOWMOBILES, ATVs 

For sale:  2012 Polaris 
500 HO 4 wheeler, 910 
miles, adult ridden with 
a winch and brush guard 
bumper.  $5,500. Talmoon  
Call (218) 910-5566  12/23

Place a Classified Ad Today!
If you are an individual member of the cooperative, classified ads are free as a service from your 
cooperative. If you are advertising for a business or are a non-member, please remit $5 per ad per 
month.

  __________________________________________________________________________

  __________________________________________________________________________

 

                  Run my ad for one month only. 
Your ad will run for two months unless you 
check this box. (Business classifieds are $5 per 
insertion.) 

 Send to:  Editor, WATTS NEWS, 
 P.O. Box 43 
 Spring Lake, MN 56680 or 
call: (218) 659-2779
or email:  sedgwick@paulbunyan.net

Put WATTS AD in subject line.
If no response, please resend.

Please note: We are as careful as possible, but are not 
responsible for errors.

CLASSIFIEDSAD DEADLINE 
for the JANUARY issue: Weds., Dec. 20

Emails will be answered  
If no reply, please resend.

Keep your investments safe by hiring your 
local hometown licensed contractor.

License # BC706317    WildPineBuilders@msn.com

New construction
Garages

Remodels
Reroofs

Check us out on Facebook

-SNOWMOBILES, ATVs- 
For sale: ’09  Yamaha 550 
with a snow plow. Exc 
condition, low miles. Call 
(218) 256-6668

  12/23

-WINTER SPORTS-
For sale: Strike Master 
Auger. XL 3000. 3 H.P. 
8” auger. good condition. 
$50. Call (218) 832-3329

1/24
For sale: Vexlar fish 
locator. FL 18 GENZ 
Black box. Good 
condition. $100. Call 
(218) 832-3329       1/24

-FARM-
For sale: 60 inch Bush hog 
mower for a 3 pt. tractor 
hitch. Recommended for a 
25-40 h.p. tractor. Works 
good. $850. Call (218) 
832-3329      12/23

For sale: Hay, square 
bales, mixed grass.  Baled 
dry, stored inside.  $5 per 
bale.  Call (218) 244-
0957       12/23 
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Open daily
at 11 a.m. 

218-659-2131

Happy Hour 
   Mon-Fri 4-6p
   All day Sunday
Meat raffle 
   every Sat at 6p
Full bar, on/off sale,
   pull tabs, e-tabs

Kitchen is open
  Sun-Thurs until 9p
  Fri-Sat until 10p

Highway 46, 
Squaw Lake

Full menu 
including Broasted Chicken

218-256-7316
cozyairhp@gmail.com

A lifetime of quality painting, repairs & remodeling.

Marcell, MN
847-344-4890

BIGFORK 
OFFICE 
218-743-3145 

OF BIGFORK 
KELLIHER 

OFFICE 
218-647-8222 

www.fsbbigfork.com

Marcell Family Center • Tues., Thurs.  9 a.m.–5 p.m.
or by appointment

Exceptional Bargains
(218) 452-1134

Despite the cooler 
temperatures and misty 
weather, about 55 
Northome community 
members volunteered 
500+ manhours over two 
days late in October to 
install a new playground.   

“The community has 
been working toward 
this day for a long 
time, and we’re excited 
beyond words to have the 
playground equipment 
installed before the snow 
came,”  said Northome 
Mayor Karen Olson.

A playground is much 
more to a community 
than “just a playground.” 

Whether a person is 
a current resident or 
someone looking to plant 
new roots, families often 
look for family-friendly 
communities that include 
safe amenities for children 
within walking distance 
and that take advantage 
of the beautiful outdoors 
in our area. In addition, 
visitors often look for 
attractions where children 
can burn off energy while 
the adults explore small 
shops and restaurants. 

“The Northome project 
is a great example of 
community collaboration, 
particularly for a small 

rural community like 
Northome,” said Lisa 
Randall of Community & 
Economic Development 
Associates). Some of 
the groups supporting 
the playground project 
include the city of 
Northome, Deerwood 
Bank, Ita-Bel-Koo DAC, 
Northland Community 
Church, the Togo Work 
Crew and Scott Winter’s 
Northwoods Playgrounds 
crew.

Donors include the 
Blandin Foundation, Ar-
denhurst Township, City 
of Northome, Deerwood 
Bank, Essentia Health, 

North Itasca Electric, 
Koochiching County Eco-
nomic Development, Nei 
Pepsi Bottling, Northern 
Star Cooperative, North-
land Progressive, Ridge 
Runners Snowmobile 

& ATV Club, Sanford 
Health and many private 
donors.

A Northome Play-
ground Celebration is be-
ing planned  early in 2024. 
To make a donation to the 

Playground Committee 
or for more information, 
please contact Northome 
City Hall at (218) 897-
5762 or northomemn@
paulbunyan.net.

Northome volunteers come together to build a new playground


