
by Sally Sedgwick
As a teenager, Gene Baker was 

into all things cars – owning and 
repairing as many as seven at one 
time.  His future was set.

Then one day that changed.
An accident damaged his foot 

so that he could not stand for 
extended times. Undaunted, he 
went to Arizona State University 
and earned a degree in marketing 
and finance.  That would lead him 
into the banking industry, which in 
turn led him to northern Minnesota 
and Grand Rapids. There he and 
his wife Jemma raised three boys, 
now ages 18 to 28. 

In 2017 Baker retired after 

Good afternoon NIECI!
I hope the hunters were successful 

this year.   I sure wasn’t trophy hunting 
this go round.  I ended up with a 
little spike that will turn into some 
outstanding brats.  I was fortunate 
to have an opportunity the opening 
weekend of season and everything 
came together almost as planned.  My 
oldest daughter and I got into the brat 
making club a couple of years ago.  It’s 
great to have help with that mess, and I 
sure enjoy making them with her.  

Our nuclear energy meeting went 
very well last month in Marcell, Minn.  
There was a great crowd there to learn 
and to share information with the at-
tendees.  Itasca County Economic 
Development Corporation, County 

Commissioners 
from Itasca and 
Beltrami, friends 
and neighbors 
from many elec-
trical coopera-
tives, Senator 
Hauschild, and 
Representative Igo were there with us.  
I want to thank everyone that came out 
on that rainy day.  I especially need to 
thank my panel of experts, Minnesota 
Rural Electric Association CEO Dar-
rick Moe, nuclear energy expert Mike 
Brasel, Minnesota Power’s Eric Palmer 
& Gary Wheelock, and Great River 
Energy’s Kyle Leier.  This event was a 
success because of all of you, thank you 
kindly.  
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by Drew Francisco
Hello again everyone! 

Hope all of you are doing 
great and are enjoying 
the remainder of the fall 
season. 

I was able to spend 
some time in the deer 
stand these last few 
weeks harvesting a nice 
buck; been 7 years since 

I was able to get one so 
I’m thankful! My focus 
can now switch from the 
woods to the frozen lakes 
and snowmobile trails! 

Over the last month 
I’ve been busy with 
all aspects of the load 
management program here 
at North Itasca Electric: 
new service start-ups, 

home evaluations, load 
control device audits and 
everything in between.  
I’ve found in my travels, 
that some members 
who have purchased 
new homes with load 
management programs 
already in place, don’t 
necessarily understand 
how they work. So, if 

Spotlight on Business: Itasca Automotive

Great River Energy is one of 12 
cooperative electric utilities across 
the country selected to negotiate 
contracts for over $97 million in federal 
infrastructure funding.

The funding will be provided through 
the Department of Energy’s $10.5 
billion Grid Resilience and Innovation 
Partnerships (GRIP) program, which 
was created through the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law of 2021 to enhance 

grid flexibility while ensuring access to 
affordable, reliable power.

GRE and its member-owner 
cooperatives have worked together to 
modernize Minnesota’s grid for years, 
implementing leading-edge technology 
and processes over decades. This funding 
will allow GRE to expedite resilience-
enhancing projects using innovative 
technologies that have long been on the

GRE receives $15.4M for grid initiatives

Merry Christmas and a very happy New Year 
from your electric cooperative!
Enjoy our Christmas Contests!

Kids Coloring Contest ❋ Annual Christmas Cookie and Candy Recipe Contest
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a career with Wells Fargo and Northview 
Bank where he served as president at 
four locations.  The family moved to 
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you have a program in 
place and feel like a 
little education on the 
equipment you have 
would help you, please 
let me know! More than 
happy to stop out and do 
my best to help members 
understand how the 
systems you may have 
operate and provide you 
with the most efficient 
energy usage. 

I’ve recently been 
introduced to the 
Northland Progressive 
group in Northome 
and surrounding area. 
Meeting the individuals 
who are looking to 
improve and create 
longevity in this 
community is important 
to my role here at North 
Itasca Electric. Sitting at 
the table, hearing what 
some potential needs 
and projects are, helps 
me find avenues to offer 
ways to obtain some of 
these goals. I’m excited 
to learn more and get 
to work on possible 
solutions! 

The Bigfork and 
Surrounding Area 
Business Revitalization 
Grant is close to opening. 
In a prior article, I briefly 
explained what this could 
look like, but I’d like 
to elaborate. The idea 
of this grant is to assist 
businesses in northern 
Itasca County get their 
building’s interior or 
exterior revitalized. 
New signage, building 
improvements or even 
more energy efficient 

equipment are covered. 
The grant will go 

in two stages, spring 
and fall; similar to 
the Operation Round 
Up grant process. I’m 
hoping to have all 
the material available 
by December on our 
website. So, if you are 
looking to learn more, 
please reach out to me 
and I’ll get you the 
information! I also plan 
to stop at businesses in 
my travels to share more 
on this opportunity. 

The remainder of the 
month is jam-packed 
with site visits for 
membership, education 
on new equipment and 
programs coming in 
2025. If you have any 
questions or would like 
to schedule some time 
to meet to chat about 
your home or business’s 
efficiency, please let me 
know! Always happy to 
help the great members 
of North Itasca Electric. 

Until next time, 
Drew Francisco 

North Itasca Electric Cooperative, Inc.
Board of Directors

Chairman:  Larry Salmela, District 3
Vice-Chair: Wes Waller, District 2
Secretary:  Lloyd Kongsjord, District 5
Treasurer: Roy Bain, District 9 
Rep. to GRE Board:  Lloyd Kongsjord, District 5

James White, District 1              Mary Rahier, District 4    
Todd Christensen, District 6   Tom Kallio, District 7

Jeff Kilian, District 8

Call before you dig
800-252-1166 or 

811

Road 
conditions:  
Call 511 or 

visit 
511mn.org

CEO Report (continued) Member Services

Drew Francisco

Dog Grooming and Bathing
CANINE CHARISMA

204 Main Street
Bigfork, MN 56628
(218) 743-2721

caninecharisma@hotmail.com
www.caninecharisma.com
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I am currently sitting in 

the boardroom working on 
the budget with Tina and 
Daryl.  We are trying to get 
the information accurately 
together for our Board of 
Directors.  

Yes, I do believe there 
will be a rate increase this 
year.  I currently do not 
know what that will be.  I 
was at a Great River Energy 
meeting at Maple Grove 
this week.  When we were 

asked for a show of who 
will be raising rates this 
year, almost every hand 
went up.  The pressures 
of the changing grid are 
too much without a rate 
increase.  Equipment has 
not dropped significantly 
since it climbed sharply 
during COVID.  We must 
maintain the system to 
ensure it is reliable and 
robust enough for your 
needs.  Interest rates are 
coming down, but they 

are still much higher than 
previous years; we borrow 
money for construction 
work plans yearly.  All 
these pressures mount 
together when we plan for 
future years.  

Another pressure on 
rates this year will be 
related to our Off-Peak 
system.  Currently the 
lion’s share of our Off-
Peak system is operating 
through a radio signal 
from GRE.  This system 
is aged and new parts for 
it are unavailable to buy.  
The members of GRE 
voted to shut down this 
system in 2015; they gave 
us about ten years to plan 
to replace the equipment.  

It sounds like I was 
procrastinating doing 
something about this.  
Yes, maybe a little bit.  
New systems are very 
expensive, I needed 
to ensure the system I 
picked would last and not 
break the bank.  I believe 
we have finally found 
a system that will meet 
our needs.  This will be a 
cellular based system, and 
we will not need to rewire 

what you already have.  
This system will be what 
is called a door swap.  We 
will need to visit homes 
with Off-Peak next spring 
and summer, we will 
remove the outside cover 
or door of your control 
device and replace it with 
a new one.  This will be 
significant savings for 
NIECI and the members 
on the Off-Peak system.  

We will continue to 
work diligently on the 
budget.  I dislike it when 
we must raise rates.  Our 
rates from GRE increased 
by roughly seven percent 
this coming year.  This 
means we will have a 
minimum of 3.5 percent 
rate increase before I look 
at our expenses.  I do not 
expect big swings past 
what we need to cover 
this increase.  I am very 
hesitant to throw numbers 
around, but I want to keep 
the total rate increase 
below 5%. 

I wish you all a happy 
Thanksgiving!  

By your side! Miigwech
Brad

BIGFORK 
OFFICE 
218-743-3145 

OF BIGFORK 
KELLIHER 

OFFICE 
218-647-8222 

www.fsbbigfork.com

Jesse Lake Lutheran 
Free Community Meal

45834 County Road 4   
( 2 miles from Talmoon)

Tacos!
Tuesday, Dec. 17     4 p.m.-6 p.m.

All are Welcome!

Drawing for a $25 
Spring Lake Store Gift Certificate!

Take-out A
vailable

Take-out A
vailable



December 2024 page 3

four technicians, however, 
with being their most 
valuable assets.

To reflect the new 
services, the shop has 
a new name, Itasca 
Automotive. Recently it 
was named a NAPA Auto 
Care center.  

“ Our hope is to become 
a center of repair for our 
community residents 
as the need grows for 
families to maintain their 
transportation in northern 
Minnesota harsh climate,” 
Baker says.  “As rural 
residents we all travel 
greater distances than 
our urban counterparts.  
A rural location has one 
important advantage to a 
location in a large market. 
Lower overhead!  If 

you’re willing to drive a 
little, you can save a lot!”

Itasca Automotive is 
located at 43576 Co. Rd. 
14, Bigfork, MN 56628, 
at the intersection of Co. 
Rd. 14 and Highway 6.  
Contact the shop at (218) 
743-4000.

Highlights 
from the Board Room

NORTH ITASCA ELECTRIC CO-OP., INC.
MINUTES FOR THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING

October 24, 2024
Start time:  10:00 a.m.
End time:  1:55 p.m.
The regular meeting of the Board of Directors was held 
at the office and electronically through Zoom on October 
24, 2024.
Directors present: W. Waller, L. Kongsjord, J. Kilian, 
J. White,  R. Bain, T. Christensen, M. Rahier, and L. 
Salmela.   
Also Present:  CEO Brad Dolinski, Daryl Pederson, Tina 
Danielson, Drew Francisco, and Kim Giesen.
Absent:  Tom Kallio and Andy Shaw 

Start Regular Board Meeting:  11:10 a.m.
o  Pledge of allegiance was recited.  
o  A motion was made to adopt the agenda.  Seconded; 
motion carried. A motion was made to consent agenda. 
Seconded; motion carried.
o  Tina gave the Operating Reports. A motion was made 
to accept the operating reports as they were presented. 
Seconded; the motion carried. 
o  Daryl gave the Line Department report. GRE performed 
switch training. Pole inspections were completed, only 4 
poles were rejected. 
o Drew gave the Members Services Report. Home 
evaluations and load control device audits are a focus 
getting closer to cold months. Testing load control 
solution using new cellular meters with Daryl. 
o  Tina gave the Office Report. Office is working on the 
capital general retirement to be paid out in December. 
o  Brad gave the CEO report. November 6th GRE reps 
will be touring Northome. The Nuclear Energy Education 
Meeting was a success.  
o  Wes Waller gave the MREA report. 
o  Lloyd Kongsjord gave the GRE report. A motion was 
made to accept Form of Resolution to approve two Wind 
Energy Purchases. Seconded; motion carried.
o  A motion was made to adjourn.  Seconded; motion 
carried. The regular meeting adjourned at 1:55 pm. 

Regular board meetings are generally held the fourth 
Thursday of every month. If you wish to speak with 
the board or have an item that you would like to have 
placed on the agenda, please contact CEO Brad 
Dolinski at least two weeks in advance to be included 
on the agenda.
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their cabin in the Togo 
area where he had a 
sawmill and shop.

One day a good friend, 
John Ostendorf, asked 
Baker to give him some 
advice as a banker on 
selling 6 & 14 Repair, a 
repair shop that serviced 
everything from tractors 
to logging equipment.  It 
was housed in a spacious 
5,000 sq. ft. building 
built by John and his wife 
Meryl west of Bigfork, 
and had some unique 
energy-saving features, 
like in-floor heating, 
efficient air conditioning 
and blown-in insulation. 

Gene liked what he 
saw.  By the end of the 
day the shop had new 
prospective owners – the 
Bakers. 

His vision for the shop 
was to not only provide 
services to area loggers 
farmers and truckers – 
for instance, the shop 

can make any size 
hydraulic hose on 
site and carries 
most needed fluids 
– but transform its 
main mission into 
becoming a hub for 
automotive repairs 
for almost any 
brand of car and 
truck – domestic, 
European or Asian.  
That includes 
brands like 
Volkswagen, Audi, 
BMW, Honda,  
Toyota, Kia, Hyundai and 
Nissan as well as Ford, 
Dodge or Chevrolet. It 
also includes electric 
hybrids and even fully 
electric cars like Tesla.  

To do this the shop has 
some advanced scanning 
equipment, since newer 
cars have extensive built-
in computer systems.  
Even replacing a battery 
might require entering 
information into a car’s 
computer to make the 
battery operation safe.  
Baker is developing 
videos for a YouTube 
channel on some of 
these tricky repairs 
(www.youtube.com/@
ItascaAutomotive).

 In addition to 
scanning equipment, the 
shop has also invested 
in wheel alignment 
equipment, which Baker 
believes is unique to the 
area.   Baker credits their 

Itasca Automotive

Gene Baker by one of the lifts at the Itasca Automotive shop.

The shop has just been 
named a NAPA Auto 
Care center.

Bulk oil and fluids are 
available.

218-256-7316
cozyairhp@gmail.com
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KOOTASCA ENERGY  ASS'T.
201 NW 4th St., Ste 130
Grand Rapids MN  55744
218-999-0800
877-687-1163
BI-COUNTY COMMUNITY 
ACTION COUNCIL
P.O. Box 579
Bemidji,  MN  56601-0579
800-332-7161
ITASCA COUNTY SOCIAL SERV.
Itasca County Courthouse
123 NE 4th St
Grand Rapids,  MN 55744
218-327-2941
KOOCHICHING COUNTY 
FAMILY SERVICES
615 4th St
International Falls,  MN  56649
218-283-8405
LEECH LAKE ENERGY ASST.
115 6th St, Ste E, Cass Lake,  MN  
56633
218-335-8292

Energy assistance
If you cannot pay your winter heating 
bills, contact one of these locations for 
energy assistance help.

800-252-1166 or 811
Whenever you plan to dig over 12 inches deep, 2 days 
before you start, call   Gopher One at 811 or (800) 252-
1166. It’s required by Minnesota state law and it is a 
free service.

NorthItascaElectric.com
• pay a bill, download a form
• find out about programs
• worksheets to calculate the cost of 

running your appliances

Cold weather rule & energy assistance program notice
In accordance with Minnesota’s Cold Weather Rule, 

electric service cannot be disconnected for nonpayment 
between Oct. 1 and April 30 if electricity is the primary 
heat source and ALL of the following statements apply: 

• Your household income is at or below 50% of the 
state median household income. Income may 
be verified on forms provided by North Itasca 
Electric Cooperative or by the local energy 
assistance provider. 

• You enter into and make reasonably timely payments 
under a payment agreement that considers the 
financial resources of the household. 

• You receive referrals to energy assistance, 
weatherization, conservation, or other programs 
likely to reduce your energy bills from North 
Itasca Electric Cooperative. Minnesota’s Cold 
Weather Rule does not completely stop winter 
disconnects before disconnecting electric service 
to residential members between Oct. 1 and April 
30, 

North Itasca Electric Cooperative must provide: 
• A 30-day notice of disconnection; 
• A statement of members’ rights and 

responsibilities; 
• A list of local energy assistance providers; 
• Forms on which to request Cold Weather Rule 

protection; and 
• A statement explaining available payment plans 

and other options to continue service. 

Energy Assistance Program 
The Energy Assistance Program (EAP) is a federally 

funded program through the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services which helps low-income renters 
and homeowners pay for home heating costs and 
furnace repairs. Household income must be at or below 
60 percent of the state median income ($67,764 for a 
family of four) to qualify for benefits. Applications 
must be received or postmarked by May 31, 2025. 
To learn more about the EAP program or to apply for 
assistance: 

• Visit the Minnesota Department of Commerce 
Energy Assistance website, https://mn.gov/
commerce/consumers/consumer-assistance/
energy-assistance/, for more details and to access 
the application portal. 

• Contact your county EAP service provider for 
additional information and assistance, Kootasca 
Community Action (218) 999-0800. North Itasca 
Electric Cooperative exists because of you, and 
we are dedicated to the people and communities 
we serve. If you are having difficulty paying your 
electric bill and do not qualify for either of these 
programs, please contact Sheila Hafeman at (218) 
743-3131 to set up a payment plan. 
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cooperative’s radar but not yet attainable without 
additional financial support.

“This federal funding will help us meet evolving 
energy demands by integrating tailored transmission 
solutions within GRE’s diverse service territory — all 
while keeping costs down for our member owners” 
said Owen Henriksen, transmission strategy specialist 
at GRE

As part of the funding, GRE will receive $15.4 
million for two advanced transmission initiatives. The 
first project involves rebuilding a section of 115-kilovolt 
line with advanced overhead conductors, offering cost-
effective capacity expansion, enhanced resilience and 
congestion relief. The second project incorporates 
battery storage as a non-wires solution to improve 
transmission reliability in a rural, environmentally 
sensitive area of GRE’s system.

“This funding award reflects years of Great 
River Energy’s forward-thinking and innovative, 
collaborative approach, serving as a testament to the 
inventive spirit that Great River Energy has embraced 
to find efficient solutions for complex problems,” said 
GRE Vice President and Chief Transmission Officer 
Priti Patel.

GRE awarded grant for grid 
improvements

Talmoon Boat & Mini Storage
Archie and Sandy Wass

         Phone: 218-743-3635
            Cell:  218-244-3635

• Three storage sizes available!
• Boat, RV and Snowmobile
• Pontoon Trailer Rental
• Launch to Dock Service

Phone:  218-743-3635
Cell:      218-341-8522

Bus: (218) 835-4546                                                Fax: (218) 835-6590
Toll Free: (888) 888-6735

359 Main St., Box 309 • Blackduck, Minnesota  56630
kalvigandassoc@paulbunyan.net
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ADDRESS CHANGE
Name

Box/Street

City/State

Zip + 4 County

Send to:  North Itasca Electric Co-op   P.O. Box 227    Bigfork, MN  56628

Roxanne’s Sales Talk 
by Roxanne Prather, Member Services Representative

As I’m writing I’m 
wondering if everyone is 
enjoying this mild weather. 
I’m kind of hoping it will 
cool off more to get rid of 
all the black flies. It has 
been a long time since I’ve 
seen green grass  in the 
middle of November. 

I’m getting excited and 
hope you will be too! Soon 
our showroom will have a 
completely different look.

We have 
always had 
some elec-
trical stuff 
here but 
not a lot. We are team-
ing up with Ferguson and 
they will be stocking us 
with what they believe we 
need in the area. So, make 
sure to stop in and check 
us out. We are hoping to 
be all set up and ready to 
go by January 1, 2025. By 
the time you get this we 
will be stocked.   It will be 
nice to be able to get all the 
electrical stuff you need 
locally and at a good price.  

We will still also carry 
our appliances too. Anoth-
er nice thing about having 
all the wiring stuff here is 
that if you need a bunch of 
stuff, you can spread your 
payments out with our 90 
days same as cash. Or take 
a contract for up to 3 years 
as long as your payment is 
above $20 a month. The 
only stipulation for a con-
tract is you must be cur-

rent for 
3 months 
in a row 
to get a 
contract. 

New members will qualify 
only if they do not need a 
deposit when they sign up 
for electric service, and 
they sign up for auto pay. 

Remember we offer 
bundling deals where if you 
purchase 3 appliances you 
get 8% off, 4 appliances 
10% off and if you buy 5 
or more appliances you 
will get 15% off. 

Soon our showroom 
will have a completely 

different look.

by Abby Berry 
As November kicks 

off, it’s hard to believe 
we’ll soon be gathering 
with family and friends 
to celebrate the holiday 
season. This festive 
time of year brings joy 
and warmth, but as the 
weather gets cooler and 
we spend more time 
indoors, the holidays 
can also bring increased 
energy use and a higher 
risk of electrical and fire 
hazards.

As your local electric 
cooperative, our team 
at North Itasca Electric 
cares about your 
wellbeing. This month, 
I’d like to share a few 
practical tips to help you 
stay safe and efficient 
during the holiday 
season. 
Safety first

My family truly 
enjoys decorating our 
home for the holidays. 
Before we deck the halls, 
I always check electrical 
cords and light strands 
to make sure they aren’t 
frayed or damaged. This 
gives us peace of mind, 
knowing our holiday 
lights are ready to safely 
brighten our home. I also 
double check the lights 
we use outside to make 
sure they’re rated for 
outdoor use. 

Like many 
households, we also 
enjoy holiday-scented 
candles. While festive, 

candles can create fire 
hazards and should never 
be left unattended. One of 
the best and easiest ways 
to safeguard your home 
is to test smoke alarms 
often. I test mine on the 
first of each month, so 
it’s easy to remember. 
Testing smoke alarms 
only takes a few seconds 
and could save lives, so 
make it a habit. 
‘Tis the season for 
savings. 

Spending more time 
indoors with a few more 
guests in the home can 
really impact home 
energy use. By taking 
a few small steps to 
save energy during the 
holiday season, you can 
lower your bills. 

I like to remind my 
family members to mind 
the thermostat. Since 
heating and cooling make 
up the majority of home 
energy consumption, 
the thermostat is one 
of the best places for 
savings. Lower it a 
few degrees, especially 
when you have family 
or friends stopping by. 
Good company brings 
additional warmth to 
your home. 

Your family can also 
save energy by decorating 
with LED holiday lights. 
LEDs are the most 
energy efficient lighting 
options available, and 
they last much longer 
than traditional bulbs. 

May your holidays be merry 
and bright

GUNSTOCK CHECKERING
All types of gunstock checkering

We can create virtually any design or use your own
We can recreate your worn-out checkering like new
We refinish stocks with the hand rubbed English oil method
Custom stocks built here.  Boyds and Richards microfit 
blanks.

RC Keith GUNSTOCK CHECKERING 218-897-5152

There’s no denying 
one of the best parts of 
the holiday season is the 
food––not just the meals 
but the time we spend 
together in the kitchen. 
There are many ways to 
save in the heart of your 
home, but one of the best 
approaches is to cook 
with smaller countertop 
appliances, such as air 
fryers, slow cookers and 
toaster ovens. These 
handy appliances consume 
a fraction of the energy 
used to heat the oven, 

creating the perfect recipe 
for mealtime and energy 
savings. 

I hope you will 
implement some of these 
energy-saving and safety 
tips into your holiday 
plans.  From your friends 
at North Itasca Electric, we 
hope your holiday season 
is merry and bright. 

Abby Berry writes on 
consumer and cooperative 
affairs for the National 
Rural Electric Cooperative 
Association.

Great River Energy is budgeting for revenue and 
expenses of approximately $1.1 billion in 2025, as it 
allocates funds to operate the business in addition to 
making necessary investments in the electric system.

As a not-for-profit cooperative, Great River Energy 
collects enough revenue to cover its costs as well as 
a margin to operate the business. At the same time, it 
makes investments in the best interests of its member-
owners over the long term.

Upcoming plans for 2025 include a buildout of high-
voltage transmission lines that will reduce congestion 
on the grid and open pathways for more renewable 
sources of energy.

“We are entering a period of capital investment, 
but the end result will be a stronger grid and more 
reliable electric service,” said Great River Energy Vice 
President and Chief Financial Officer Michelle Strobel. 
“These investments are strategic and will result in 
lower costs over the long term.”

Great River Energy’s margin will increase in 2025 to 
strengthen financial metrics in order to secure favorable 
funding terms and interest rates. Like all cooperatives, 
all of Great River Energy’s collected margins are 
returned to the membership over time as patronage.

Additionally, Great River Energy’s average 2025 
wholesale rate is projected to increase by an average of 
5.7% from the 2024 budgeted rate.

“Our rates are competitive when compared to 
our neighboring utilities and remain well below the 
weighted regional cost of wholesale electricity,” 
Strobel said.

GRE Board approves 
budget and rates for 2025

Except for minor repair work, all electrical work you 
do at your home, cabin, or property is required to be 
inspected by a State Electrical Inspector.  A     rough-in    
inspection must be made before any wiring is covered.  
A final inspection is also required.  Please visit www.
electricity.state.mn.us for more information. 

The inspectors can be reached weekday mornings 
between 7:00 a.m. and 8:30 a.m.
▪  Itasca County – Steve Bartlett (218) 591-1616
▪  Koochiching County – Curt Collier (218) 966-

5070
▪  Beltrami, Clearwater counties  – Davis Smid   

(507) 227-2772 

Electrical Inspections
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RE/MAX Advantage Plus
Grand Rapids MN

Learn what your property is 
worth with a complimentary 

Market Analysis.

GO with BOB

218-259-3403
Bob@GOwithBOB.com

OLD SCENIC COMMUNITY CHURCH
25747 County Rd 340, Bigfork

Pastor Sam Ketchum

218-743-3953
A Bible Based, Christ Centered Fellowship.

Come and join us in worship, and a study of the Word.

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m. 
Sunday School: 11:30 a.m. • Bible study: Thursdays 6 p.m. 

https://www.oldscenic.com
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WILLIAMS SEPTIC & ELECTRIC, INC.

Licensed & Bonded

● Septic
 Installation
 Inspection
 Design
●  Hauling & Excavating
●  Residential & Commercial Wiring

P.O. Box 633 / 52034 Silk Rd.  Squaw Lake, MN  56681

Contact:
Brian Williams at
(218) 659-4216

Open daily
at 11 a.m. 

218-659-2131

Happy Hour 
   Mon-Fri 4-6p
   All day Sunday
Meat raffle 
   every Sat at 6p
Full bar, on/off sale,
   pull tabs, e-tabs

Kitchen is open
  Sun-Thurs until 9p
  Fri-Sat until 10p

Highway 46, 
Squaw Lake

Full menu 
including Broasted Chicken
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by Jack Nachbar
Three bank robbers ride into the 

desert to escape the town posse. They 
are running out of water.

Then they discover a covered 
wagon which they intend to loot. But 
there is a lone women on board, and 
she is about to give birth.

3 Godfathers (1948), the December 
Classic Movie in Bigfork, features 
perhaps the best movie combo in 
history, director John Ford and star 
John Wayne. It was one of Ford’s 
earliest color films, beautifully filmed 
in Death Valley. The movie also 

features Harry Carey Jr, the son of 
Harry Carey who was the star of an 
earlier, silent version of 3 Godfathers 
made by Ford, Marked Men in 1919. 
Modern critics have pointed out that 3 
Godfathers has a number of parallels 
with the Christmas season story of the 
three wise men. Buckaroos coming 
to the movie can enjoy it both as a 
Holiday parable and as a rootin’, 
tootin’ Western.

3 Godfathers will be shown on 
Thursday, December 12 at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Edge Center Theater in Bigfork. 
FREE! A good movie for the whole 

family.
JANUARY CLASSIC 
MOVIE: A brave doctor, 
Sidney Poitier, tries to 
help a vicious bigot, 
Richard Widmark, in 
the hard hitting No Way 
Out (1950). Thursday, 
January 9 at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Edge.

Classic Movie Series

ITASCA AUTOMOTIVE
FOREIGN AND DOMESTIC REPAIR

� NEW Wheel Alignment Equipment
� Suspension/Steering/Tires

� Engine and Transmission Service
� Brakes/Batteries
� Hybrid Service

� Factory Scanning/Programming

218-743-4000
Call for immediate appointment

43576 Co. Rd. 14, Bigfork

PH. 218.398.1900
LovdahlElectric@lov-elec.com

An Old Fashioned General Store
218-832-3626

Spring Lake Store
Hours:

Mon-Thurs: 9 a.m.- 4 p.m.
Fri-Sat: 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Sun. 10 a.m.-2 p.m.

Deli cheeses & lunch meat, 
sandwiches, WiFi, groceries, 

gifts, post office

from theMerr
y Christmas!

Community Fun at the Edge!
by Val Conner

Get ready for singing and a play! In 
December we will sing carols together, 
and in April we will enjoy the play 
Anne of Green Gables. So, if have you 
ever wondered why people get involved 
in community theatre or perform in 
concerts, the answer is because it’s fun!  
You get to join other enthusiasts as you 
work together on a project with a specific 
goal.  Theatre and music aren’t just for the 
pleasure of the audience; the performers 
and the supporting crew often get even 
more pleasure from the experience.  

Whether you’re an experienced hand 
or new to the performing arts, the Edge 
Center for the Arts in Bigfork has an 
opportunity or two for you.  As you know, 
the Edge offers gallery exhibits, touring 
performers, and home-grown community 
theatre.  This winter we are 
presenting two of the latter.

On Sunday, December 15 at 2 p.m., 
Christmas at the Edge will highlight 
a community choir as well as other 
musical performances and community 
caroling by the audience.  Come to enjoy 
this season inspired free concert.

The first weekend in April the 
EdgeWild Players will present the non-
musical play, Anne of Green Gables, 
directed by Stephanie Kessler.  There 
are large and small roles for students and 
adults both.  Auditions for the play will 
be held Monday, Dec. 2, 5:30-8:30 p.m., 
and Tuesday, Dec. 3, 3:30-6:30 p.m., at 
the Edge Center. The cast has up to 16 
people, with 9 females, 7 males, and 9 
adults and 7 youth. Consider auditioning 
or reach out for more information.

Avoid the winter doldrums, and be a 
part of the fun of community theatre!

Arts on the Edge
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A lifetime of quality painting, repairs & remodeling.

Marcell, MN
847-344-4890

M.A.D. Gutters
Office: 218-743-6448 SEAMLESS GUTTER INSTALLATIONS
Cell: 218-929-7134 www.madgutters.com

The UlTimaTe GUTTer ProTecTion SySTem
• Keeps leaves, pine needles and seed pods out of your gutters
• Fits on your existing gutters
• Gutterglove’s patented design eliminates gutter cleaning forever!
• Strongest & most durable gutterguard on the market today!

HEAVY DUTY
GUTTER PROTECTION

FREE
ESTIMATES

ATTN: Matt & Amy Dahlke
Ad Size: 2 Columns x 2 Inches = 4 Column Inches

Cost: $4.50 per Column Inch (Black & White)
$5.50 per Column Inch (Color)
Total Cost Per Insertion: $22.00

Insertion Dates: Every Other Week Beginning April 4, 2019
Please proof and make any changes, corrections or additions. 

Deadline: Monday at 4 p.m. preceding publication date.
Thank You!

Scenic Range NewsForum
1-866-845-1422 • 218-245-1422 • Fax: 218-245-1698

E-Mail: cindyt@scenicrangenewsforum.com

Grief Support Group

Poenix Contracting LLC
218-246-2740

poecon@paulbunyan.net

Remodels • roofing • ICF basements...

Serving Itasca County for over 25 years.

42298 Co Rd. 48  
Deer River, 
MN  56636

You PLAN it,
we’ll NAIL it!

We specialize in building 
homes, not just houses.

MN #BC637472

Thank you to all who donated warm jackets for students in Bigfork! Thank 
you especially to the Knights of Columbus who together with many generous 
donors in the community, provided 864 new coats and 360 snow pants along 
with hats and gloves to local elementary schools and organizations.

(back row, l to r) Buddy MacRostie, Kim Powell. (front row l to r) Kaijah 
Richter, Levi Ritter, Siri Prato, Mark Greninger (Knights of Columbus Coats 
for Kids)

Knights of Columbus Coats for Kids Veterans Day
American Legion Waldron-Flaat 

Post 182 hosted its annual Veterans Day 
observance on Nov 11 in Effie. About 50 
enjoyed a turkey dinner provided by the 
American Legion Auxiliary.

(l) Honor Guard Remembrance 
Ceremony  (below) Beth Sampson 
describes the items on the traditional 
table setting honoring prisoners of war 
while Post Commander Dan Brinker and 
speaker Ethan Mount look on.  The Post 
sponsored Bigfork High School student 
Ethan Mount at Boys State, and he spoke 
on his experience there.

GRACE House of Itasca 
County 18th Annual “Home 
Is Where the Heart Is” Dinner 
Fundraiser will be held at 
TimberLake Lodge Thursday, 
Dec.5 from 5 to 10 p.m. The 
event is a festive way to help 
raise funds to support programs 
and services provided by Itasca 
County’s only homeless shelter.
GRACE House provides safe 
shelter and connections to 
individualized services to more 
than 200 adults and children 
each year. 

Tickets are on sale at local 
Super One Stores, Timberlake 
Lodge, online at www.
gracehousemn.org or by calling 
GRACE House, (218) 326-
2790.  The shelter is currently 
closed for an expansion and 
remodel project; guests are 
being served in an alternate 
location.

This fun evening includes 
a prime rib buffet and musical 
entertainment by Moonlight 
Serenade a trio including Effie 
resident Jerry Hagen.  

Dinner for GRACE House

First State Bank of BigforkFirst State Bank of Bigfork
   invites you to our

Annual Annual 
Christmas Open HouseChristmas Open House

in Bigfork

Friday, December 20 Friday, December 20 
9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

www.robpowellexcavating.com

• Tree Planting / Removal •

Landscaping •
Excavating •

Land Clearing •
Boulder Walls •

Site Prep •
Food Plots •

Road Building •
Driveways •

Culverts •

• Paving Stone
• Gravel
• Class 5
• Sand
• Top Soil
• Black Dirt
• Septic Install
• Stump Grinding
• Wood Chips

Powell Excavating & Tree Service

  218-244-7152  
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B.I.G. Community Center in Bigfork
Coffee Club Monday-Friday 7-9 a.m.
Note:  No Bingo in December

Blackduck 
Community Library: 

(218) 835-6600
Tues: 1-6 p.m..
Wed: 9 a.m.-noon.
Thurs:12-5 p.m.
Fri: 12-5 p.m.
Sat.: 9 a.m.-noon

Northome Library 
(218) 897-5952

Mon: 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Tues: 9 a.m.- 3 p.m.
Wed: 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Thurs: noon - 6 p.m.
Fri: 9 a.m.- noon

  Blackduck:  
(218) 835-5768

Northome:   
(218) 897-5952

Resource Centers:

Northern Itasca 
Emergency Food Shelf

200 Main, Bigfork
Thursdays

12:30-3 p.m.
3rd Thursday 

12:30-4:30 p.m.
(218) 256-4170

Northome Food Shelf
12059 Main St 

Bring your own bags.
1st Mon.: 9 a.m.-noon
2nd Mon.: 2-5 p.m.
3rd Mon.: 9 a.m.-noon
4th Mon.: 2-5 p.m.

SAIL classes
For more information or to register (required), 

contact ElderCircle at (218) 999-9233.  New attendees 
may start anytime. Weights are provided but please 
bring your own water.   
Online schedule:
• Virtual via Zoom video conference
    Mondays & Thursdays, 10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
• Virtual via Zoom video conference
    Tuesdays & Thursdays, 9:00-10:30 a.m.
In person at: 
• Bigfork Old Scenic Church 
    Tuesdays & Thursdays, 9:00-10:30 a.m.
• Bowstring Town Hall
    Tuesdays & Thursdays, 10:00-11:30 a.m. 
• Deer River, Bethany Lutheran
    Mondays & Thursdays, 10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m.

Community Cafe in Deer River
The Community Cafe is available to anyone  who is 

in need of a meal. Each Monday - Thursday, 4:30 p.m.- 
6:30 p.m. (or until gone), a nutritious three-course meal 
is served.  Location: King Elementary School door #9. 
For more information, visit communitycafemn.org.

area bookmobile stops
New to the area?  Get your Arrowhead 
Library Card on the Bookmobile.

Bookmobile or Mail-a-Book information: call 
Arrowhead Library System at (218) 741-3840

Tuesdays:  Dec 17  
    12:00 - 1 p.m.   Bowstring Store

2:30-3:30 p.m.  Effie: Hwys 1 and 38 
4:00-5:30 p.m.  Bigfork: City Hall

Thursdays: Dec 19
       11:45 a.m.-12:45 p.m.  Togo: Junction Bar & Grill

Mondays: Dec 16
      12:30 -1:00 p.m.  Gemmel; Community Church

1:45 - 2:30 p.m.  Northome; Apartments
3:15 - 4:15 p.m.  Alvwood; Hoot-n-Holler
4:30 - 6:00  p.m.  Squaw Lake; Community Ctr

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
EagleCam, with viewers in all 50 states and more than 
150 countries, will feature a new location and pair of 
bald eagles when it goes live Thursday. The original 
EagleCam will also remain on during the coming 
season.

The new camera will focus on the nesting behavior 
of a breeding pair of bald eagles that have successfully 
and consistently nested in the area for at least four 
years, rearing several broods of eaglets. The original 
camera will continue to show the territory that includes 
the previous eagle pair whose nest fell April 2, 2023.

Both cameras can be viewed starting in November 
on the DNR website. The webpage also includes a new 
video highlighting the installation of the new camera, 
the work of the DNR Nongame Wildlife Program and 
how anyone can donate to support the program. Since 
2013, the Nongame Wildlife Program has provided the 
DNR EagleCam as another way to connect people with 
wildlife.

“While the DNR EagleCam brings Minnesota 
wildlife into homes and schools in an exciting and 
educational way, the Nongame Wildlife Program has 
helped restore and support populations of eagles, loons 
and many other species,” DNR Ecological and Water 
Resources Division Director Katie Smith said. “This 
vital work is supported by donations on our webpage, 
on state tax forms, and through bequests and other 
gifts.”

The new camera was installed at this new location 
because it was not possible to run electricity to the 
original EagleCam pair’s new nest. As with the original 
camera, Xcel Energy provided their services without 
charge, making this second camera possible.

EagleCam viewers are swept into the intimate 
lives of breeding birds, providing a virtual experience 
in nature. Research has shown that wildlife cameras 
provide the same mental health benefits as experiencing 
nature in-person.

The DNR EagleCam goes live each November to 
show the eagle pair courting each other and upgrading 
their nest. They bring in new nesting material and large 
sticks each year as a bonding activity. The pair typically 
increase their activity at the nest as winter progresses 
and normally by mid-February will have two or three 
eggs, which the adults incubate for about 35 days. Both 
adults participate in incubating the eggs and caring for 
the chicks. Once the chicks hatch, the camera zooms 
in closely to follow the process of raising bald eagle 
chicks.

Questions? Call (651) 296-6157 or (888) 646-6367.

Grants available to help kids get 
outside

Apply until 2 p.m. Dec. 17 for funding aimed 
at increasing outdoor experiences, education and 
stewardship

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources 
is pleased to announce another phase of the No Child 
Left Inside grants. These grants help more children 
cast a line, study animal tracks, hike or bike, or engage 
in other activities to learn more about nature.

“This has been a successful outreach grant program 
that helps schools and organizations get children 
outdoors,” said Jeff Ledermann, DNR education and 
skills team supervisor. “These grants boost outdoor 
programs and initiatives across Minnesota, especially 
in communities with limited opportunities to connect 
with nature.”

Public entities and nonprofit organizations serving 
youth younger than 18, including Tribal Nations, 
schools or governments, can apply for No Child 
Left Inside grants. This grant program contributes 
to realizing the vision of the Minnesota Children’s 
Outdoor Bill of Rights opens in a new browser tab 
for each and every Minnesota child to experience 
outdoor recreational activities and discover the natural 
environment regardless of where they live, learn, or 
play

The Minnesota DNR is accepting applications for 
both mini grants ($5,000 or less) and larger grants 
($5,001 to $25,000). The request for proposals is 
available on the Minnesota DNR website. Applications 
will be accepted until 2 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 17.

Mini grant awards will be determined by lottery 
from among qualifying applications. Larger grants 
will be awarded using a competitive review process. 
Funding can be used for outdoor recreation equipment, 
transportation and related natural resource education 
expenses. Past mini grant awardees are ineligible 
for another mini grant and are encouraged to apply 
for a larger grant during this phase. Organizations 
that previously received a larger grant may apply for 
another grant this round, but they must demonstrate 

New DNR EagleCam for winter 
viewing

new programming or an expansion in scope or 
audience.

For more information about the grant program, 
instructions for how to apply, and a link to the 
application, visit the No Child Left Inside grants 
webpage of the Minnesota DNR website. Questions 
about these grants or the application process should 
be emailed to outreachgrants.dnr@state.mn.us opens 
in a new browser tab with “Grant Questions” in the 
subject line. People can also call (888) 646-6367.
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~ December Calendar ~

218-832-3444
49023 State Highway 38  Marcell, MN 56657

MFC hours: 
Fitness Center, gymnasium, multi-pur-
pose room, public computer room and 
WiFi hotspot.

Mon: 11 a.m.-2 p.m., 4-7 p.m.
Tues, Thurs: 11 a.m.-2 p.m., 4-7 p.m.
Fri: 11 a.m.-2 p.m., Sat: 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Marcell Family Center

Email editor at sedgwick@
paulbunyan.net, Community News

Area Church Directory
Alvwood Community Church    Sun 10:00a 
58712 Co. Rd. 131
Blackduck 56630   218-659-4681

Balsam Bible Chapel    Sun 10:00a
41516 Scenic Hwy 7
Bovey 55709   218-245-1960

Bear River Lutheran Church    Sun 10:00a
11141 Hwy 22
Cook 55723   218-376-1012

Bethesda Lutheran Church    Sun 9:00a
Mizpah 56660   218-897-5654

Bowstring Chapel     Sun 10:15a
45114 Co Rd 133
Deer River 56636   218-832-3171

Calvary Covenant    Sun 10:30a
54764 Co. Rd. 31
Northome 56661   218-897-5684

Centennial Lutheran Church    Sun 8:30a
Hwy 46
Squaw Lake 56681   218-259-0115

Deer River Bible Church     Sun 10:00a
33276 State Highway 6
Deer River 56636   218-246-9570

Dora Lake Alliance    Sun 10:00a
59329 Co Rd 145
Northome 56661   218-659-4551

Effie Fredheim Lutheran Church (ELCA) Sun 8:30a 
Hwy 1
Effie 56639   218-743-3368 

First Presbyterian Church, BF    Sun 10:15a
109 Ash St.
Bigfork 56628   218-743-3783

Gemmel Community Church    Sun 10:00a
10609 Town Rd 34
Gemmel 56660   218-897-5966

Good Hope Church - Bigfork    Sun 10:00a
101 Golf Course Ln.
Bigfork, MN 56628  218-556-9856 

Grace Community Church (ELCA)    Sun 10:15a
401 State Hwy 38 N
Bigfork 56628   218-743-3368

Hope Lutheran Church    Sun 10:30 a.m.
12234 Third St.
Northome 56661   218-897-5654

Jehovah’s Witnesses    Tu 7:00p., Sun 10:00a
Hwy 38
Bigfork 56628   218-743-3275

Jesse Lake Lutheran Church    Sun 8:30a
45834 Co. Rd. 4
Talmoon 56637   218-832-3883

Marcell Community Church    Sun 10:30a
49103 State Hwy 38
Marcell 56657   218-832-3200

Northome Community Church    Sun 10:00a 
12071 Bartlett St.
Northome 56661   218-897-5040

Northwoods Chapel    Sun 9:00a
50539 Mushgee Rd. (corner of Co. Rd. 622)
Deer River 56636   218-659-2784

Old Scenic Community Church    Sun 9:00a
25747 Co. Rd. 340
Bigfork 56628   218-743-3953 

Our Lady of the Snows Catholic Church   Sun 9:00a
        Mass also Tu, W, 9:00a.
320 Golf Course Ln
Bigfork 56628   218-743-3255

Sand Lake Alliance    Sun 10:00a
55581 Co. Rd 4
Spring Lake 56680  218-659-2872
Church website: www.sandlakealliancechurch.org

St. Catherine’s Catholic Church    Sat 4:00p
52265 State Hwy 46
Squaw Lake 56681   218-743-3255

St. Michael Catholic Church    Sat 7:00p
12026 Lake St
Northome 56661   218-743-3255

Suomi Evangelical Lutheran Church    Sun 10:30a 
42935 Co. Rd. 48
Deer River 56636   218-832-3883

True Life Church    Sun 10:00a
45976 Terry
Talmoon 56637   218-244-7089

Church directory sponsored by North Itasca Electric 
Cooperative, send changes to editor, 

sedgwick@paulbunyan.net

1     Winter Workshops making holiday decor at Harvest Moon Greenhouse, 12337 
Town Road 425, Northome. Sundays through Dec. 15. $35. See Facebook to 
RSVP or call (507) 456-7611.

2, 3 Auditions at the Edge Center Bigfork for “Anne of Green Gables,” directed by 
Stephanie Kessler.  Dec 2: 5:30-8:30 p.m.; Dec 3: 3:30-6:30 p.m.

5 Jesse Lake Lutheran hosts a Grief Support Group at 10 a.m. on Thursday 
mornings.  For more information, call Marion at (320) 293-5741.

7 American Legion Auxiliary Bake and Craft Sale at the Effie Community Center 
10 a.m-2 p.m. Bring the family to Visit with Santa!

7 WinterFest in Deer River at King School Vet’s Club and the Big Fish. Craft Fair 
at King Schoool 10 a.m.-3 p.m.  Vet’s Club chili cook-off 3-6 p.m. and crafts for 
kids 4-6 p.m. Many more activities during the day. See Facebook for more.

9 Women of the Woods meet at 10 a.m. at Sand Lake Community Center. Call Pat 
Sievertson at (218) 659-2157.

9     Effie City Council meets at Effie Community Center, 6 p.m. 
9 Blackduck ISD 32 School Board meets, 6 p.m. in the Media Center.
9 ISD 317 School Board meets at Deer River HS, 6 p.m. Public forum 5:45 p.m.
10 Stop & Stitch meets at the Marcell Family Center the 2nd Tuesday of every 

month, 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m. More info, call Debbie at (218) 360-1503.
10   Bigfork City Council at City Hall, 5:30 p.m. 
11 ISD 363 South Koochiching-Rainy River School Board meeting, 7 p.m.
12  “Meet the Author” Mary Perrine at the Gift Nest at Bigfork Valley 9 am.-3 p.m. 

Perrine writes “mysteries and dramas with serious twists.”
12 Craft Fair at Bigfork Valley Hospital, 9 a.m.-3:30 pm. 
12 Classic Movies presents 3 Godfathers (1948) starring John Wayne and directed 

by  John Ford. 6:30 p.m. at the Edge Center.  Free.
15 “Christmas at the Edge” free concert featuring a community choir and other 

musical performances, 2 p.m.  Join in with caroling by the audience.
16   ISD 318 School Board meeting at Administrative Board Room, 601 SW 7th St, 

Grand Rapids or at watchictv.org, 6:30 p.m. No Open Forum at this meeting.  
17   Jessie Lake Lutheran free community meal 4-6 p.m. December meal is tacos.
18   Stitch-n-Bitch meets at the B.I.G. Community Center in Bigfork the 3rd 

Wednesday of  every month, 5-7 p.m. More info, call Krista at (218) 410-
2258.

19 Bigfork Valley Hospital board meets in public meeting, 9 a.m. Note change of 
date for December.

20 Annual Christmas Open House at First State Bank in Bigfork, 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m.  
23-Jan 1  Winter vacation, all schools
24 25  North Itasca Electric offices CLOSED, Christmas holiday

JAN
1    North Itasca Electric offices CLOSED

General Interest

Bigfork
The Bigfork Toys Program needs your help!  With your generosity, area 
children will see more gifts under their tree this Christmas as well as a new 
Coat, Snowpants and Boots!   Donations can be dropped off or mailed to First 
State Bank of Bigfork, P.O. Box 257, Bigfork, MN 56628.

“Lights in the Pines,” a drive-through lighting display at the Itasca County 
Fairgrounds: $10 per car.  Friday and Saturday evenings through Dec. 23, 5-9 
p.m. Also Santa Land in the Commercial Building.  

Christmas Cookie and Candy Booklet
The Christmas Cookie/Candy recipe contest in underway! The co-op looks 
forward to this contest each year to see member recipes for the holiday season.  
After all recipes are in by Friday, Dec. 6, staff will judge and award prizes.  The 
booklet with all the recipes will be available about Dec. 15, and Members can 
email Roxanne at rprather@nieci.com or call for a pdf file, or stop by the office 
to pick up a copy.

Deer River
Deer River is hosting a WinterFest on Dec. 7 at King School.with a craft/artisan 
fair (10 a.m.-3 pm), Festival of Trees silent auction  (10 a.m.-2 p.m.), cookie 
decorating (11 am-1 p.m), toy drive and photos with Santa; at the Vet’s Club  
medallion hunt  (4 p.m.) s‘mores and activities, 4-6 p.m. and chili cook-off (3-6 
p.m.,); by the Big Fish, Light the Lights; and downtown Santa’s Workshop crafts 
for kids (4-6 p.m)

Toys for Tots donation box in the lobby at Bigfork City Hall open during office 
hours for unwrapped gifts  

Christmas in the Logging Camp at the Forest History Center, Grand Rapids, 
Saturday Dec. 14 10 a.m.-4 p.m.  Regular site admission. The center is located 
at 2609 Co. Rd. 76.  More information at (218) 327-4482 or foresthistory@
mnhs.org.
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Potato Soup
5 medium potatoes
3 medium carrots
2 medium onions
2 sprigs parsley
3 chicken bouillon cubes
water
pepper to taste

Peel and cut up potatoes, carrots and onions.  Put in a pot with 
enough water to just cover.  Add bouillon cubes, parsley and 
pepper.  Bring to a boil and then gently simmer until vegetables are 
tender.  Puree.  Reheat and serve.

Please share your recipe with us!  If your recipe is chosen, you will 
receive a $10 credit on your electric bill from North Itasca Electric 
Cooperative.  Send your recipe to the editor, WATTS NEWS, P.O. Box 
43, Spring Lake, MN  56680.

Road conditions:  
Call 511 or visit 
511mn.org for 
maps, cameras, 
weather alerts.

• recipes • recipes • recipes • recipes • recipes • recipes • 

-Decks-Siding-Windows

  www.ttdoglodge.com
  ttdoglodge@gmail.com
    Find us on Facebook

Professional Animal Care

Dog Boarding and Grooming
Located in Talmoon, MN

T&T Dog Lodge

Call for Information and Appointments

            218-256-9575

A Home Away From 
Home For Your Pet!

Annual Co-op Christmas Cookie/Candy Contest:
Once again it is that time of year – send 

in your best candy and cookie recipes. We 
want to get as many recipes as possible 
so we can make a recipe book.  Please 
don’t send copyrighted material, make 
the recipe your own! 

Winners will receive $50 for the 1st 

prize,  $25 for 2nd place and 3rd place 
is $15. Plus, the winning recipes will be 
in the WATTS News so you will also get 
another $10 off your monthly bill!  You 
can mail or email the recipes to the Co-op 
at P.O. Box 228, Bigfork, MN 56628 or 
roxannep@nieci.com.  Please have them 

here by Friday, Dec. 6. 
Want to try some new 

recipes for the holidays? As 
soon as we have them ready, I 
can email or mail you a book, 
or you can stop in and get one 
in our entryway. 

Three win seats in Bigfork
by Sally Sedgwick

Council members Annette Buckingham and 
Samantha Olson and Mayor Amy Pifher won seats on 
the Bigfork City Council with an 84% voter turnout in 
the city.

Caleb Standlie from Widseth spoke on the lead service 

American Legion Auxiliary
Bake SaleBake Sale

Also wreaths & crafts!

Visit with Santa!Visit with Santa!
Saturday, Dec. 7
10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Effie Community Center

water line project from the Minnesota Department of 
Health which seeks to identify and replace lead and 
galvanized piping in community water systems.

Archie Wass and Rick Shultz of Wilderness 
Wheelers ATV Club described a temporary route 
through Bigfork for the proposed Effie Connection 
Trail and requested a letter of support.  

The trail would pass along the alley on the west 
side of Main St., cross Highway 38 to Ottum and use 
Co. Rd. 225 and N. Division to the King Rd. There 
will be signage for a 15 mph speed limit.

The next regular meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 
Dec. 10 at 5:30 p.m. at City Hall. 

Excerpted from an article in the Scenic Range NewsForum
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-SERVICES-

Lepinski Painting
interior/exterior 

Call for free estimate
20 yrs experience
218-248-0717

Dahlke Forestry 
Services, LLC

218-929-7228
DahlkeForestry
@hotmail.com

DahlkeForestry.com
√ Storm Cleanup
√ Tree Removal
√ Trail Development 
√ Habitat Improvement 
√ Private Forest Mgmt.
√ Firewood processing

Dahlke Dumpsters
218-929-7228

DahlkeForestry
@hotmail.com

DahlkeDumpsters.com

Flat rates on dumpster 
rentals!

Flexible rental times!
Great Customer 

Service!

Gus’s Auto and 
Recycling of Bigfork
Used auto parts, steel, 
tires and bridge beams.

A buyer of metals.
Snowplowing

Wanted: dead vehicles
Over 30 years experience

(218) 929-7117
Hm: (218) 743-3598

Gus David

-SERVICES-

Bigfork 
Mini-Storage

Many sizes
24 hour access.

Located off Hwy 14 
just west of Hwy 38

 For immediate service,
call Keith at 

612-240-2610

Monuments 
and Markers

Available in granite 
and bronze.  

Also do final dating, 
foundation work

and cleaning. 
FREE estimates. 

Serving your area.  
Jerry Pula, sales rep.  
Call (218) 743-3711

-WANTED-
Wanted to buy:  Pontoon 
boat for use on  Jessie 
Lake.  Call (763) 473-3680

     12/24

-FOR SALE-
For sale: 4x8 trailer with 
new wood sides, new tires 
and recently painted. $600  
Call (612) 710-6028  1/25

For sale:  Ice auger.  10” 
Eskimo. Runs good. $100.  
Call (218) 832-3324    12/24

For sale:  24 ft skid-utility 
trailer, 12,000 lb tilt bed, 2 
ft. beavertail.  Tool box on 
front, slots for fork attach, 
3 spares. Call Greg at (612) 
300-7705. $2,500    12/24

-FOR SALE-
For sale:  Electric range, 
glass flat top, 3 years 
old. Refrigerator, smaller 
but both freezer and 
refrigerator.  Apartment 
size gas stove, good 
condition.  Alvwood area.  
Call (218) 639-2558   12/24

For sale:  Leupold Spotting 
Scope 12x40-6MM - In 
excellent condition.  $700  
Call (320) 493-2699  12/24

-POWER SPORTS-
-accessories-

For sale:  2021 CFMOTO 
500 ATV. Power steering, 
Bosch EFI, winch, snow 
plow, front and rear racks, 
rear rack storage, new 
battery. Only 128 miles. 
Buying a side by side. 
$5,800. Call (612) 710-
6028    1/25
For sale: Rear window for 
Polaris Ranger, new in box  
$50 obo. Call (218) 835-
8720.  Leave message, will 
call back.

-HEAVY EQUIP-
For sale: 1966 Drott/ 
Massey crawler/loader. 
Everything works, 3 cyl 
44 hp Perkins diesel, new 
gauges, rewired.  $5,000 
Call (612) 839-1695  12/24

How to place a classified ad: Contact the editor by one of 
the ways in the coupon at the bottom of the page or bring 
your ad into the office. You will receive a reply when ads 
are emailed. If not, please try again Classified ads are free to 
members, $5 per insertion to non-members or businesses. 
Paid ads are boxed.

Ads are a service to our 
members.  North Itasca 
Electric and the WATTS 
NEWS do not endorse 
advertisments. Please use 
your good judgment.

CLASSIFIEDSAD DEADLINE 
for the JANUARY issue: Friday, Dec. 13

Emails will be 
answered; if no reply, 

please resend.

Place a Classified Ad Today!
If you are an individual member of the cooperative, classified ads are free as a service from your 
cooperative. If you are advertising for a business or are a non-member, please remit $5 per ad per 
month.

  __________________________________________________________________________

  __________________________________________________________________________

 

                  Run my ad for one month only. 
Your ad will run for two months unless you 
check this box. (Business classifieds are $5 per 
insertion.) 

 Send to:  Editor, WATTS NEWS, 
 P.O. Box 43 
 Spring Lake, MN 56680 or 
call: (218) 659-2779
or email:  sedgwick@paulbunyan.net

Put WATTS AD in subject line.
If no response, please resend.

Please note: We are as careful as possible, but are not 
responsible for errors.

Koochiching County Apartments-Northome
12244 2nd St

Elderly / Disabled Building
1 Bedroom Available Immediately

Heat, Water, Trash included
On site Laundry

Income Restrictions Apply
Rental assistance program

Call 218-999-9326

Keep your investments safe by hiring your 
local hometown licensed contractor.

License # BC706317    WildPineBuilders@msn.com

New construction
Garages

Remodels
Reroofs

Check us out on Facebook

Itasca Services LLC
Heating & Cooling
218-245-5449

Marcell Family Center • Tues., Thurs.  9 a.m.–5 p.m.
or by appointment

Exceptional Bargains
(218) 452-1134

J.V. Tree & Landscaping
Tree care - Landscaping - Bobcat Work

Cell:         612-987-9992
Toll free: 866-232-5183
Free estimates - Fully insured

Tree Trimming & Removal 
Stump Grinding

Woods & Lot Clearing 

Pederson Hovila Agency
Insurance & Financial Services

friendly, personal service for over 40 years
• AUTO, HOME, FARM
• ANNUITIES, LIFE INSURANCE for all stages of life
• MEDICARE SUPPLEMENTS, LONG TERM CARE 

EXPENSE PLANS AND ALTERNATIVES

Call Kevin for a no-obligation 
quote or policy review

218-743-3545

401 Main Ave., Bigfork 56628    next to the post office

Lakeside Lumber & Hardware
Office 218-832-3300                     Cell 425-233-1835

Eric Elhardt
Owner

www.lakesidemarcell.com
eric@lakesidemarcell.com

49208 State Hwy 38
Marcell, MN 56657

v v

v v
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Dear Santa: 

Signed: 

Grade:

Letter to Santa Coloring Contest:
One winner will be picked from 

kindergarten, first, second and third 
grade. Please turn in your entries by 
Friday Dec. 6. They can be dropped 
off in our entryway drop box or mailed 
to P.O. Box 227, Bigfork, MN 56628. 

We will display all the pages that come 
in and judge them on Dec. 9. Coloring 
pages will all be published in the January  
WATTS News unless you wish them not 
to be. Winners will be called - please 
pick up prizes as soon as you can!

Small local family contractor that offers 
a variety of electrical services.

Openings available now. 
Please call and we can schedule your 

electrical needs ASAP.

LICENSED – INSURED – BONDED
Residential – Commercial

218-966-4455
hillsbroselectric@gmail.com

Hill Brothers Electric

CALL TODAY!

Take a tour (218) 999-4999
PillarsSeniorLiving.com/grandrapids

Bigfork Mini-Storage
37944 Hwy 14

  Bigfork, MN. 56628
Call  612-240-2610

  Located off of Hwy 14 and 38 North of Town.
•  Gated Entry/driveway.
•  Engineered all Steel Buildings
•  Insulated ceilings
•  24 hour access / 7 days a week.
•  Many Small and Large sizes available. 
•  Only 1 mile north of town.
•  Several payment options available. 

Go to BigforkStorage.com  
24/7  for sizes and availability


